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2 10 4 A. A. HE two-long Stages, "mide" of thiee 5M and 
5 To * ſecond RalpMiajn-maſts, ſe; by a no | 
| 1 frollg Pieces of Gel T5 abovegagid 2 
dolted thro? Iron Bolts, and atherwiſe 
5 | , = andifalhel 1 very long 2 Þ ace of 
* aſc Strengti—Length 415 Peet, a 36 broad; theic 


. "Ut were jo Conjungion vith three othifir Sta ges of 46 Feet FT! 
long, made in the fame Manner as the thay, 5 wee 
< be placed over the Wreck, 1 as the two 4 in eq * N 
* _ Diſtances with the long Stages, and have large Bundles - 
| of old Rope, Shakings, ſtrong Rope Nettings at * 1 
| in order to make an eaſy Preſſure on the Ships* | 
Vides;" when the Extenſion of the two Ships was neceſſary, 
which would not be onthe Ships were removed into 
hodl Water; and then, with the Addition of Pieces of 
Mode, a a greats ber of Wwpty Leagers and Butts, all 1 
ready, ſtrongiy laſb'd, auc pould be affned with the gn 
Eaſe, 0 4 certaicy or nearly floating the Wreck, if ſound Wk 
+ neceſſary. « Thoſe Stages were like wiſe of great Service + 1 
in Aingin the Ship and laying the Cablehfown, and beep... * 
1 ing their Ends clear above Water, inaſmuch, that itywas- 
_ Impoſlible to have done without them, or ſome Hm Þ 
flitute. The long Stages bad likewiſe very large Seivel 
.. * Rings affixed, of near half a Ton Weight at each „tor 5 
the Cables to paſs through, to ſecure the Skips? Heads 91 
Sterns apart, when in ſhoal Water. | 
B. B. Shews in what Manner the Cables come up in eh 
Ship, viz, 4 Cables a-head at the Hauzes, 2 on each Side; 
.4 Cables at the third Port from forward, 2 on eck Side; 
4 Cables 3 Midſhips, 2 on each Side; 4 Cables in the third 
Port frowlf Aft; and 4 Cables into the Stern Port, Which 
ate raiſed and properly bolſtered to receive them; all of 
which Cables have four-fold Purchaſes to feceive them 
within Board, ſecured by leading Blocks, &c. The Falls 
are led to the Capſtane in ſuch Order, that by racking them, 
the whole Cables in Jock Ships * due Aſſiſlance) can be 
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S6ut do not appear in the Plate, F.. 


de B, The Sling Cables are made, in a great Meaſure, | 

— fimilar to Jar Slings, and jamb to, the Body of the Ship © 

© below, in the Patt intended to bear on, with the greateſt— 

EmxaRtgeſs, This Invention is entirely new for ſuch 

Purpoſe, and can be depended on to a certainty, as the 

Fester the Weight the more ſure to hold faÞ; and they 

are confirufted with this peruliar Uulity, thataf 2 

End of the four, or the two Ends give way, the 

remaining Eods will ' preſerve their Pouet xs if no dacll 
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"HE Following Namen i not intended for 
"Amuſement but Conviftion,——'Tis a Jul. 
tificktion of a Plan which met with the Approba- 
tion of the firſt Charatters in the Kingdom, and 
excited the moſt ſanguine Hopes of Sucegfs.—— 
Particular Care has been taken to advance no 
Aſſertion but for which Documents are or can be 
"produced; and a Gmple Stile was thought prefers 
able to the Harmony of poliſhed Periods; fot 
Truth needs not the foreign Aid of elegant Law 


guage. 
E have pointed out many Obſtscles Fhich wg 


A to prevent my Succeſs in raiſing the Royal - 
George. Perſonal Picque, private Animoſity, or 
the Effects of Diſappointment and Refentmetit; | 
have had no Weight with me in the Inveſtigation 
of this Matter. If I have ventured to blame par- 
ticufar Individuals, 1 have not done it without 
Cauſe, though 1 have always cenſured with Re: 
luctunce and Regret. In the Proſecution of my 
Play, have. been convinced, that the more ex- 
; B de e 1" EU 


(46) 
dated a Man's Rank is in Office; the more exten- 
Five bis Liberality of Sentiment} and Generofity 
or Diſpoſition. While to ſome inferior Officers 
I tender my Forgiveneſs for the Injuries 'they 
' have done me, to their Superiors in Charakter 
"and in Sta fon, I know not how to exprefſs'ny 
Thanks. The afhiduons Attention of Admiral 
: — to my Intreaties and my Intereſt, che 
friendly Interpoſition and Aid of Commiſſioner 
Martin, the Patronage and Protection of the Ho- 
'nourable Captain James Luttrell, Sir Hyde Par- 
f ker, and the generous Exertions of many other 
Captains and Officers in the Navy, claim the 
varmeſt Returns of the ſincereſt Gratitude. The 
Teſtimonies they have voluntarily produced in my 
"Favour will, I hope, have their Weight, and ſuf- 
ficiently convince the World that the Failure of 
my Attempt was entirely owing to the Want of 
"the promiſed requiſite Aſſiſtance, and the other 
Cauſes I have mentioned in the following Pages. 
My Acknowledgtnents ate particularly due to 
ide Builder, Store-keeper, Clerk of the Survey, 
Affiſtants, Maſter Caulker, Maſter Maſt- maker, 
und Boat- builder, and indeed to every Officer 
"nd Gentleman in their reſpefiive Departments 
in Portſmouth Dock. yard. They wete ever rea- 
1 4 to afford me their Aſſiſtance, and to forward 
my Operations, as far as was conſiſtent with my 
ment with Government. But, as the follow- 
. iy Pages will evince, the Malter-attondant be- 
haved 


(iv) 


Manie ca oppoſite, and by every 
Means in his Power prexemed and fruſtrated my 
Deſigns. Mr. Moſaly, the ſecond Maſter-atten- - 
dant, merits no blame had his;Power been equal 
to his Inclinations, I am conſcious his Support 
. wpuld, not have been withheld; For their ohli- 
ging Attention, the Agent Victualler, Mr. Thomas, 
aud his Officers at Wey vill, will be pleaſed a 
copt of my Acknowledgments. 
When I ſirſt made Application to the 3 
able Navy Board, I was aſked how many Men 
vauld be requiſite or neceſſary at the laſt Effort 
I. ſhould make. I told them 1000 or 1200. A 
Clauſe was made in my Agreement with. that Ho- 
nourable Board, that, I ſhiould pay all extra Affil- 
tance; but i it was certainly conſiſtent with Reaſon 
to imagine how. impoſſible it was, for a private 
. Perſon, without Authority, to collet᷑t together ſuch 
.,a;Number of Men. I had not the l-aſt Doubt 
but Government, would have ſupplied me. In- 
.,degd, had I been furniſhed with half the Number, 
I Mold have ſucceeded. Let me then aſkyeyery 
Senerous and humane Mind, aftes peruſing tbe 
Alley ing Pages, whether, it dogs not plainly ap- 
Pear, that my Failure. aroſe merely from a Want 
of, the, proper Supply and Support which, had been 
bromiſed me? Are there not the moſi ſufficient 
Teſtimonies of the. Propijety ol my Plan?, Can 
- the Want of Succels he auributed, to any. Thing 
hut accidental Cauſes? Shall. the Generoſi of 
avec B 2 the 


(w) 
the Engliſh Nation fuffer an Individual to go un- 
-rewarded for the many laborious, anxious Days, 
and ſleepleſs Nights, he has paſſed in torturing Fa- 
tigues and Suſpence for the Succeſs of his Plan? 
Shall no Compaſſion be ſhewn him for the repeat- 
ed Diſappointments he received from thoſe whoſe 
Duty it was to aſſiſt him? And, in ſhort, ſhall 
one who not only riſked his whole Property in a 
national Concern, but involved himſelf and Fa- 
mily in the greateſt Difficulties; be injured and op- 
preſſed in the higheſt Degree? After having ex- 
erted his utmoſt Abilities in the Service of the 
Public, ſhall he be deſerted and abandoned by 
thoſe whoſe Cauſe he eſpouſed, and whoſe Ho- 
nour he endeavoured to promote ? | 
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77122 September, 1782, * 1 firſt preſented 
to the Lords of the Admiralty a Plan 
Þ® for railing the Royal George, which 
$04 was referred to the Commiſſioners of 
the Navy, with Orders for my Attendance at that 
Honourable Board. In Conſequence I did at- 
tend, and was informed by Commiſſioner Hunt 
that my Propoſals, with many others, were ſent to 
Portſmouth Dock-yard, for the Inſpection of 
Maſter-attendants and Maſters, who were to hold 
a Board, and determine what Plan was the moſt 
eligible. To ſtay longer in London, I was told, 
would be of no Effect, as Information ſhould be 
given me, if any Thing material was done. Ac- 
cordingly I returned to Portſmouth, where I uſed 

B 3 every 
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* See Letter No. I. 


42 
every Means to make myſelf acquainted with ihe 
State in which the Royal Oebrge lay. Ae repeat- 
edly went to Spithead, ſounded her, and got in- 
formed of the Nature of the Tides, &c. After 
acquiring this neceffary Intelligenee, I found he 
Plan I had then delivered would not anſwer my 
Expedtations, perceiving it impoſſible to manage 
fix or more Ships in ſuch ſtrong Tides as run un 
the Springs where the Ship lays. Diſappointed 
in my firſt Attempt, I was not, however, entirely 
diſmayed. The Failure of my Hopes only ex- 
cited the Ardour of my Endeavours; and, after 
much Conſideration and Reflection, in October 
1782, I compleated the Plan I have ſince carried 
Into Execution by Approbation of the Admiralty 
and Navy Boards, in Preference to at leaſt an hun- 
dred Projectors. This Aſſertion is confirmed by 
Letters bearing Date the 7th of January, 17817 
I returned to London, in 1782, in the Month of 
November, where lived; as may be ſuppoſed; at 
an Expence increuſed by procuring Diving Ma- 
cchmes, and other neceſſary Apparatus, in order 
the” more effectually to diſcover [the State the 
"RoyaP George! lay in, Kc. The Articles of- 
tverelnot Iigned before che 1 gth of May, 
Wen I fien came te ere te exeguto the 
Pink Pa propeled.” Ei od; 9363 
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„Government agreed“ to ſupply me with two 
Ships ot the third Rate, together with ſuch othen 
Veſſela and Seafacing Craft, and ſufficient Stores a 
gas migbt be requiſite and neceſſary for the Pur- 

i poſes akermentioned,” without Prejudice to lt 
4 Majeſty's Sea Service. I was accordingly pro- 
vided--with-the Royal William and Diligente,® 

which I took in their then ſtate, . I brought the 

2 Diligente from her Moorings from off the Hard. 

Way to che Dock Jettes, at my own Expence. 

I ſet to work in getting the neceſſary Stores and 
Caſks'on Board. At my own Expence too I 
brought the Royal William, from the Fountain 
Lake to the North Jetty. The Condition of the 
Ships was well-known, The Royal William had 
neither Maſt nor Boltſprit: the lower Mzſt, how- 
ever, of the Dragon was put into her by my own 
People, at my wn Expence, . I rigged the Ships 
in a proper Manner, and made the neceſſary Pre- 
parations to carry them to Spithead. My Rig- 
gers were empleyed at the ſame Time in getting 
tbe Sweep Cables ready to ſling ihe unfortunate 

Ship; and Carpenters engaged in erecting the re- 
quiſite Raſts and Stages. Every poſſible Exer- 

tion vas uſed on my Part. On the gth of June, 

Mr. Gilbert, Maſter-attendant: ordered me to 
take the Diligente from the jetty in the Nock- 
mmol) | 6 
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yard to the Moorings off the Common Hard. 
This Command was equally unneceſſary as expen- 
D * ſive. The Stores were removed, and the People 
ſeparated; and on the 7th of the ſame Month a 
Pilot (Mr. Lawford) was put on Board. He con- 
dutted the Diligente to Spithead. on the gth, 
which unvarrantable Authority of Office was a 
peculiar Prejudice to my Intereſt. . My People 
were thereby divided, and the Stores prevented 
from being got on board to Advantage. Nay, 
ſo effectually was I diſtreſſed, that, notwithſtanding 
all my Endeavours ſhe was not properly moored 
ill the 19th of, June. 

It is, almoſt prepoſterous to obſerve what need- 
leſs Expences this Removal occaſioned. People 
employed at Spithead with the Diligentg could be 
of no Service to the Royal William, and addi- 
tional Hands were requiſite to get Stores on 
baard the latter Ship. This unneceſſary Trouble 

eventually colt me more than three hundred 
Pounds. On the igth of June, the Royal William 
vas allo ordered from the Dock jetiy to the 
norihernmꝗſt Moorings, oppoſite the New Graund, 
by the Maſter- attendant. To me no previous _ 
Natice was given, and therefore all. my Stores 

were obliged, ta be conveyed by Lighters at great 
Trouble, and at great Expence. I ſubmitted 

wich Patience to theſe peculiar. Hardſhips, and 

perſevering in this Duty amidſt the Horron of 

gi Rains and NN Winds, I had nearly ſacri- 

| ficed 


Gig} +» 
feed my Life, and was conſined to my Bed for 
ſeveral Days. On the a iſt of June; the Royal 
William was like wiſe ordered to Spithead, by Mr. 
Gilbert, the Maſter- attendant, before it was poſ. 
ſible for me to get the requiſite Stores on board. 
The two Maſter-attendants had, in May, aſſured 
me of their Intereſt in my Favour; and, when I 
ſhewed them my Plan and Method of raiſing the 
. Royal George, I was told they would give me 
their Aſſiſtance, and that even the Forreſter and 
failing Lighters ſhould be given me till the very 
laſt Day they could be ſpared,” which would hap- 
pen in the latter End of July; when they would 
go a Ship Launching; bevy nn were 11 
fitteſt for my Purpoſ e. 4 
The moſt ſolemn een to herbs me were 
made on the Part of the Maſter-attendants, and 
that they ſhould ſtrain every Nerve in my Favour; 
Had the Practices been equal to the Profeſſions, 
the Royal George, long before now, would have 
been kale in Poriſmouth Harbour! Buoyed up 
Vit ſuch official Declarations, I did not apply for 
any latge Craft till I was-reatyt6 uſe them, eer- 
main in my own Mind. that T Would be provided 
on the ſhorteſt Notice, they not heing th Uſce::- 
On the atſt of Jute, the Royal Willam was 
© moored at Spithead. I then aſked for Lighters, 
and was oriered' one by Mr. Nofely, {eebhnd 
Maſter-attendan In Conſequence- of - this my 
_— went = hel Harbour, as far as the Hard- 
way, 


[ 
i 


don to the North Jetty. I was then accoſted 


({ &) 
way, and, after much Trouble, brought a Lighter 


by Mr. Floyd, a Boatſwain, at the Requeſt of Mr. 
Gilbert,” one of the Maſter- attendants. His In- 
telligence was by no Means of an agreeable Na- 
ture, for he told me, the Lighter that I was get- 
ting down, No. 4, would not farm at Spithead, lier 
Defedts. Unwilling to truſt to this, I went and ex- 


amined her, and found ber perſeflly ſufficient tio 


Appearance. I was, beſides, informed by the 
Lighter-keeper, that ſhe was the beſt they bad in 


| the Service. I ordered my People immediately 


to proceed and get her down, and inſtantly in- 
formed Mr. Moſely of her being quite adequate 


= my Purpoſe, offering at the ſame Time to abide 


by the Conſequences. That Gentleman then told 
me, he was the Junior Maſter- attendant, and but 
young in Office, and Mr. Gilberts Order being 
contrary, he could not allow me the Lighter. 


He politely added, I muſt go to him and fightit 


out with him. After many Viſits at his Houſe, 1 
at laſt found Mr. Gilbert at the Pay-Office, w 
whom; as to Mr. Moſely, I told the Miſtake. re- 
lative to che Ligliter. He immediately anſwered 


me I ſhould not have ber, but muſt hire Veſſels. at 


my own Expence. I expoſtulated, but in vain. 
Government, I told him, had agreed to ſapply 
me with proper Craſt, and I could neither find nor 
Ni wy fit for my Purpoſe in this Part of the 


Country, 


A 


* 
Coumry. The Cabot Brig, he tartly replied, had 
been lately ſold to ſome Merchants at Goſport, 
and I had better apply for her. I could not help 
obſerving, that if he meant to deprive me of the 
Lighters, he might with equal Propriety take the 
Stores and Ships from me; for they ceuld be of 
no Uſe unleſs I had proper Lighters or Craft to 
fling the Royal George with. Barely heaving the 
Cables overboard could be of no Service; and, 
deprived of Lighters, I plainly told him, I muſt 
give up the Attempt, though my Sweep Cables 
were nearly all ready to lay down. He then in- 
formed me, I ſhould have the Truelove Sloop; and 
a Lighter, when he could ſpare me one. On this, 
I aſked Permiffion to acquaint Commiſſioner 
Martin, and obtained it; but he, — — 
himſelf immediately on that Gentleman, n ſy 
he could ſpare no Lighters, for they were —— em- 
ployed in getting Stores out of the Ships, &c. 
which was not then the Caſe; nor, till after my 
Application to Mr. Gilbert, was there even one 
employed in that Service. Upon, the ſtricteſt 
Enquiry, I found this was the firſt Time in Me- 
-mory chat thoſe large decked Lighters were, uſed 
in receiving Stores from Men of War going to be 
paid off. Where Men, in ſuch Gaſes, throw great 
Weights, even from the Decks, the Lops, and 
Maſts, their Decks, which are only of thin Planks, 
muſt be greaily deſtroyed. It appears plainly 
that thoſe! Lighters: were: ſo employed by Mr. 
Gilbert 


. 


Gilbert purpoſely to prevent my having even one 

of them to aſſiſt me in my Operations on the 

Royal George. I informed the Commiſfioner, I 

conld not preceed without Craft, and that ſorſome 

Time/paſt'I had done my Work at a very great 

Dia dvantage. I repreſented to him the Hard- 
ſhips' under which I laboured: Nearly all my 
Sweep Cables and Purchaſes were ready to lay 

down, and being ſo much in the Way, I told him, 
I could do nothing in the Ships but with the ut- 
moſt Difficulty. I mentioned to him the Impoſ- 
ſibikiry of proceeding without Lighters, and, not- 
withſtanding the amazing Expence at which T 
ſtood no Work could be effeftually done. Com- 
miffioner Martin coolly replied, that he was ſorry 
for" it; but you hear, continued he, what the 

Maſter-attendant' ſays. © He advifed me, how- 
ever, to write to the Board. I expreſſed try un; 
willingneſs to give'Offence, either to the Board;* 
to him, or to the Officers, as the'Maſter-attendant” _ 
had then promiſed me à Lighter when one could 
be ſpared. On leaving the Pay- office, I met wit” 
Mr! Meſely, the ſecbrd Mafter-attehdant who 
informed me, that nekt Weck he would be Gh 
Duty; and Hud then tndeavour'tb ſerve me. 
It mut be particulaHy remarked, that at this Time 
I ny wund be "Lighter wic, with the THublovc, 
wur bo wergh te Sloop hat ly Che along fe the 
Royal George, ready flung.” Tilt the "was removed” 

3% 393 n BMD. ene 3; 
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I, could not proceed in n on the 
Royal George. 
I went on with the Buſineſs; though at winch 
Diſadvantage; i till the 29th of June, when I again 
vaited on Mr, Gilbert at his Houſe, At my In- 
teryiew with this Gentleman, I told him I had 
called in Conſequence. of his and Mr: Moſely's 
Promiſes, without troubling: the Board wich any 
Application, nor did I entertain a Doubt but he 
wauld let me have a Lighter. To my utter A- 
ſtoniſhment, he denied me, adding, that he would 
never allow me one without an expreſs Order 
from the Navy Board, and again, adviſed me ta 
hire the Cabot Brig, I told him, that he had al- 
ready an expreſs Order to ſupply me with all 
Veſſels and Craft ft for my Purpoſe in the gene- 
ral Order to the Yard, and that the Copy. af my 
Agreement with Government fully, expteſſed it, 
which Agreement was in his Office, as well as in 
every public one in the Lard y Fatt that is un- 
deniable. I, could not help obſerving, that I had 
met vith, very bad Treatment; ſor had I not been 
deluded and deceived with, bis and Ma.;Moſely's 
Promiſes, I certainly, ſhould, baus wrote 40 the 
Board before, who would.doubuleſs; have complied! 
with my Requeſt. P icqued as this Dilappainygent,, 
which was a truly material one, I Mete unmedi-: 
ately, in the mildeſt Manner, to the Commiſſioners. 
of the Navy, whowere pleaſed ta ſend an Order, by. 
whach 7 obtained only one Lighter, and Mat not %- 


fore 
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fore the 5th of July Mr. Gilbert then picked me 
out the oldeſt and moſt' improper for my Service 
in the Port. She was rotten, and in a very leaky 
Condition ; her upper Works were greaily de- 
eayed, ber Decks ſtove in with getting Stores 
from the Ships, and /he actually funk: on the 1104 
October following. Commiſſioner Martin in- 
formed me, when any others could be ſpared, I 
mould have two more to lay down my Sweep 
Cables with, and hoped the Sloop might be got up 
with the one 1 had already, and with the True- 
love. This I effectuated on the 11th of july, in 
the Afternoon, and got her clear from the Wreck 
on the ſame Night. In Conſequence of fo polite 
an A ſſurance on the Part of the Commiſſioner, I 
again applied to Mr. Gilbert, the Maſter-atten- 
dant, for two other Lighters, in order to ſling the 
Royal George wich; but he ſaid he could ſpare 
none, though ät chis Time, it is notorious, there 
vere three large ones not in Uſe. Nay, when J 
firſt applied, and was told they were employed in 
getting Stores out of the King's Ships, &c. there 
were actually three Pighters fit fer that Purpoſe 
in the South Dock, entirely; out of Ule. I be- 
lieve, as I before obſerved, it was never knoun 
before to employ the large mooring Lighters in 
= ſuch Buſineſs j ſor it does them much Damage to 
| Stud, have 
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have great Weights thrown upon their Decks. 
The Harbour Duty, Mr. Gilbert added, muſt not 
be ſtopped for that of the Royal George, and he 
repeated the Neceſſity of hicing Craft myſelf. I 
was now in a very diſagreeable Situation: having 
ſo lately wrote to the Commiſſioners of the Navy, * 
I could not think of again troubling that very 
reſpectable Board. I had alſo every Reaſon to 
fear that Mr. Gilbert (in whoſe Power alone it 
was) would not ſo readily comply with an Order 
from them as from the Admiralty. I ſaw the pre- 
carious Ground on which I ſtood; I was unwilling 
to retreat, though I knew not well how to ad- 
vance. TI little thought the narrow Prejudices ef 
intereſted Men and partial Individuals would have 
ſtopped the Progreſs of a national Concern, nor 
could I imagine that the Servants, of the Public 
could impede the Buſineſs of their Country. The 
Cauſe was not mine alone. The Honour of 
England was at Stake. Having by the Bravery 

of her Tars eſtabliſned her Fame in the Annals of 
Glory, 1 fondly hoped to add to her Renown by 
experimental Knowledge. How my anxious 
Wiſnes were mann remains mm” to m 
told. TOTO 251 trio 970) 

The Royal William and — ſolims 
AB that the Hands L employed could do no- 
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| thing/ material. Was it poſſible to work wahl 
Advantage when the Ships were full of the part” | 
chaſe Cables and other requiſite Stores? Had 
they Room to fling the Caſks or to ſtow them? or 
in fact to do any Thing properly? Indeed, had! 
not ſtowed the Purchaſe Cables, and moved them 
from Place to Place, I could not have had them 
ſo ſoon ready as they were, for they were nearly 
all fit to lay down in the Month of June. But | 
being thus circumſtanced, I vas at the Trouble 
and Expence of doing my Work two or three 
Times over. Deſpairing of Aſſiſtance from the 
Yard by the Authority I had already received, 1 
wrote to the Admiralty for Lighters on the sn : 
of July.“ In Conſideration of their Lordſhips 
Order and Anſwer,+ Mr. Gilbert told me on the 
13th of the fame Month, that I could not have 
two Lighters, but that the old Sherborne Cutter 
was at my Service. He politely added, that a 
a Lighter ſhould be repaired for me, though at that _ 
very Time there were two proper mooring. ones in the | 
Dock Camber,” actually out of Uſe. In my Aiſtreſſed 
Situation, I accepted of the Sherborne, , though ſhe... 
was very unfit” for Service; ſhe was rotten and - 
crazy, without eben a Capſtane, and had juſt been 
returned from the Admiral as totally unfit for Ser- 
vice. It was vieh = nes Difficulty I could 


keep | 
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keep her above Water, being obliged to pump 
her Night and Day. A Cutter-built- Veſſel can 
not be ſuppoſed to carry a heavy Purchaſe againſt 
a e Lighter; in my Caſe, however, I had 
Room for Choice; I had ſuffered already too 
mucb, by unwarrantable Delays: the Diſappoint- 
ments I had already received damped my Scheme 
ks 38 Beginning, and entirely ruined it in che 

Wich ſuch a miſerable Apparatus I re- 
ſolved, therefore, to make the beſt Attempt. My 
Carpenters were ſet to Work, a Crab was fixed 
for a Capſtane, and Rollers at her Bows. I 
patched her up the beſt Way 1 poſſibly could: 
but after all, ſhe was very unfit for my Service. 
Nay, it was even dangerous to make ſuch Uſe of 


of the two Lighters which were unemployed, but 
dold me, that one laying at the Pitch-houfe Jetty 

{ ſhould be repaired for me. That was accordingly 
done, with every Diſpatch, by Order of the Buil- 
der; but I could not get her to Spithead, before 
| the 2gd of July. For want of proper Support and 
Supply, my Buſineſs was delayed for, nearly five - 
Weeks in june and july, the vefy beſt Times of. | 
the Vear for carrying my, Plan into Execution.—— 
What Reafoos the Maſter-attendam could have 
to throw every Poſſible Obſtacle in my Way are 
beſt known to himſelf: It is a Fakt, which Hun- 


firſt could have been of no Hinderance to his 
N Majeſty's 


her. Mr. Gilbert refuſed to let me have either 


dreds can atteſt, that allowing me the Lighters at 


i" > {on 
Majeſty's Service; but private Picque, and the 
moſt malicious Reſentment, are often found in 
proud Man, when clad,“ as the Poet has * 
« with a little brief Authority.“ | 
I cannot help remarking, with Regret, what f pe- 
culiar Diſtreſs Mr. Gilbert's obſtinate Refuſal, and 
unneceſſary Delay, occaſioned. Had he complied 
with my Requeſt, I ſhould have been ready forthe 
grand Atempt by the latter End of Fuly. In that 
Caſe, I would have had little Doubts of Succeſs; 
the Weather was remarkably fine ; the Length of 
the Days, and.) Shortneſs of the Nights, were 
greatly in my Favour, My Plan had been ap- 
proved: by Men, not more eminent in their Profeſ- 
Kon, than diſtinguiſhed by their Rank, whoſe Let- 
ters and Affidavits will quſtify my Aſſertions, while 
they greatly. honour my Endeavours. In being 
withheld the Aſſiſtance, I hd every. Reaſon, every 
Right.to expect, originated, my Failure and Deſiruc- 
tion in raiſing the Royal Grorge, as, at that Time, 
L., had, and, vas enabled to have, Men, in my 
on Pay, nearly ſufficient to have made the graut 
Auempt;; at leaſt they would have done me more 
effeRual Service than any Aid I had from Covern- 
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Notwithſtagding theſe Obſtrutions and Delays, | 
by the abth pf July, I bad got eight Cables fixed 
doun on the Royal George. It continued to blow 
very freſh for four Days afterwards, By the 2d 
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of Auguſt; I had twelve fixed ; trom that to the 
ythzʒ it blew ſo very hard that no Work could 
be done; it then munm fine Weather to the 
Ae 0 Nie 94 
On wWedneſday; the neee the King's 
People" who always ſlept in the Truelove, [her 
Crew] and whom L paid and victualled as my own, 
either by Negligence, or Deſign, fouled a Pair of 
iy! principal ſweep: Cables. To take theſe up, 
and replace them, was the Labour of fix Days. 
Notwithſtanding ſuch diſcouraging: Circumſtances, 
F {till perſevered, and, by the-24diof Auguſt, I got 
the laſt Cables'down on the Royal George, and all 
hove taught in their proper Places. Had the 
Weather continued moderate I ſhould have been 
quite ready for: making the Attempt by the-2gth 
or goth, as I had advertiſed. I had applied to the 
Board for Aſſiſtante for that Purpoſ es 
On the 24th, it began to blow hard, and continu- 
ed a conftant Gale of Wind tiſt the iſt of Septem- 
ber, when I got the Chain and Cables in a proper 
Manner Bg their places! On the ad, I had 
Wie rf Alſfſtunte gt fore of thd King's Men from 
the Ship at Shithrall Þ&c) but not tilt Thad fixed 
all my Sweeps and Purchaſe Cables down on the 
Royal Geurge. On che 23d; J-was' proceeding 
to anchor the Sbips propetly in cheif Places, when 
old 01 DSUGUagod'sh n it 
be 53 an: ELIE) 97 8011. 2680 140} ligen 
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it began'again to blow ſo violently, that I was 
obliged to run the Sherborne Cutter, and True» 
love; into the Harbour for Safety; the Gale did 
not ceaſe till the 20th. | During two or three Days 
the Weather was moderate. Theſe'I employed 
In putting the Cables, Stages, &c, to right; after 
the Gale. It began again to blow very freſh. 
On the 23th, at Night, one of the Lighters broke 
a large Cable, excluſive of ber own mooring 
Cables, and drove on Shore near Haſlar Hoſpital, 
without any further Damage. On the 26th, I got 
- ne Diligente along-ſide the Wreck, but had nearly 
got her on the ſame, owing to the King's Men 
leaving their Work at twelve o' Clock; and, in- 
deed, the Danger would have been very great, had 
not the Officers of the Ganges, Mediator, and Di- 
adem obliged the reſpettive Boats Crews of theſe 
Ships to affiſt my People. The 27th, got the 
Royal William moored alongiſide: October the 
it, had all the Cables in the two Ships. gd and 
Ab, employed in beaving on the Cables. Lyth, 
they began ta ſtrain equal, and, ac high Mater, the 
* ob ſervel lo mbvr and fwaddle in ir 
ibo ue 18 Qi Oi} Mis aut 
, 1 cold bbtaiin 6 Affitanice of any Kind in 
Ye Night, 1 Cbntitued every Daylight}! at low 
Water Tide, to heave and Ardin the Geer; dd 
"the Rojul Cube Pofitively lifted every high Water. 
n the 250 e was hove 4. Mead ut leaft 30. or 40 
| Feet 'to the Weſtward.” n The Tides vere increafing 


to 
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to ** Top of the Spring Tides, which would have 
been on the 12th or 13th. I ſhould have weigh- 
ed the Wreck before this Time, but was prevented 
by the following Circumſtances: High Water 
happened about the Middle of the Night, as well 
as Day. At Night I had not ſufficient People on 
Board to heave the Cables and Purchaſes taught. 
down at low Water. . In the Mornings, about four 
or five o Clock, when I ſhould have had the Ad- 
vantage of the next high Water hy Day- light, in 
the Middle of the Day, then indeed it would have 
been peſlible to have ſeen all clear for the Pur- 
poſe, But, unfortunately for me, I was indiſpen- 
ſebly obliged io heave; all taught, down at low Wa- 
ter, in the Evening, and let the Geer ſtrain; weigh 
the Ship in the Night high Water, and ſuſtain her 
Weight till the. Tide ebhed, and then luffer ber to 
1 ground again in the. Night, not having Men on 
Board to beave in the Slack of the Cables, and 
poſſibiy they did not bear equal on the next Tide 
of Flood, after ſuſtaining the Weight. of the Royal 
George. and the uncertainty of the 3 
ing and ſlipping at her again grounding.“ * 
Previous to the gh; 1 el Board | 
itbahe; King Mean, excepting Boys of, Midthip- 
men, and me Mates.,, Theile cquld, epf orce no 
Obedience, the Ganges Men æxcepted. nor vould 
the Men pay the leaſt Regard to my Hirections or 
Orders, or thoſe of my Officers ;, hut, on the con- 
. tore, cut, and deſtroyed, every Thing they 

| C3 could 
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could to retard my Operations. Conſcious of the 
Neceſſity of ſtrict Diſcipline among Seamen, in 
my great Diſtreſs, I had reſpectfully ſolicited Ad- 
miral Montague for ſome Liemenants, whoſe 
Rank in the Service would command Attention, 
and whoſe Orders would keep the Men to heir 
Duty. The Admiral expreſſed his Willingneſs tio 
give me every Aſſiſtance in his Power, but ſeemed 
to chink he had no Authority to ſend Officers on 
ſuch a Service. With my Requeſt, however, he 
afterwards Wen but re e too late 
for my'Purpoſe.' 6G ob 
On the 10th, it was agreed, mn the Officers: of 
the Commodore, and others; that upon my making 
Signal of three Lights at the Enſign Staff, the Men 
ſhould come on Saturday Morning, the 11th, in 
Time, to heave the Purthaſe Cables down all 
taught, at low Water in the Morning, and have 
the Advantage of che firſt Strain on the Geer. 1 
hoped to have got the Royal George” away;-'as 
none of the Officers) wid witnefſed' my Opera- 
tions, enteftained/a Dedbt'of my Suèceſs Gan- 
he in Expectations, Which'experienced Seamen 
"thought'vite, Well founded, 1 made'the'Signab he- 
' cording A but, 10 my great Süfpriſt not · half the 
Men ame” till it was too late to mike 
a/ Ei 4 was therefore forced td wait Ir 
the ſecond Strain as before, and at High Water 
-moved_ her again a very little to the Weſtward. 
The Geer Rill all Ta 8 ang well. I agreed 
with 
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with the Officers to-defer heaving down again till 
next Morning. As the Tide fell out later and later, 
it vas concluded, if the Men ſhould, come by break 
of Day, my End might be obtained. The ſame 
Afternoon, the;a xth, however, it ſuddenly came 
on to blow very freſh-at S. E. ſo heavy a Sea was 
rolling, that one of che Lighters being leaky, and 
rotten in her upper Works, was filled with Water 
almoſt in a Moment. Every poſlible Means were 
uſed to ſave her; but before ſhe was got half a 
Cable's lepgth from the Royal William, ſhe. went 
down. I had cauſed a nine-inch Hawſer to be 
made faſt to one of her Beams, and a Buoy faſten- 
ed to it. While I was buſily employed, in order 
to prevent this unfortunate Accident, the other 
Lighter had nearly ſhared a ſimilar F ate, having 
wich the great Swell ſuddenly ſtruck againſt the 
Cap of the Boltſprit af the Royal George; but by 
the Exertions of the Carpenter of the Royal Wil- 
ham, and my People, I got her ſafe on Shore, bail- 
ing her all the Way from Spithead to Stoke's Bay. 
The Wind increaſed in the Night, and all next 
Day. JL. was a9w, deſtitute ff EHErN effettual 
Help. None of; the Ships Creus wege left on 
| Bard. The, Maſter -attendant } had taken on 
Shore the twenty, Riggers and ſour Boatſwaing,* 
dhe ooh People be ſupplied me with for the; Trial. 
5 giH 36 bus 9164 disne bnoos) My 
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could to retard my Operations. Conſcious of the 
Neceſſity of ſtrit Diſcipline among Seamen, in 
my great Diſtreſs; I had reſpectfully ſolicited Ad- 
miral Montague for ſome Liemtenants, whoſe 
Rank in che Service would command Attention, 
und whoſe Orders would keep the Men to cheir 
Duty. The Admiral expreſſed his Willingneſs tio 
give me every Aſſiſtance in his Power, but ſeemed 
to think he had no Authority to ſend Officers on 
ſuch a Service. With my Requeſt, however, he 
afterwards e but FI 14 too late 
for my Purpoſ. 5 
"On the 10th, it 2 0 the Officers.of 
the Commodore; and others; that upon my making 
Signal of three Lights at the Enſign Staff, the Men 
mould come on Saturday Morning, the 1 1ch, in 
Time, to heave the Pabthaſe Cables down all 
taught, at low/Water in the Morning, and have 
the Advantage of the firſt Strain on the Geer. I 
Hoped to have got the Royal George away;-1as 
none of the Officers, who Witneffed my Opera- 
tions, entertaind a Deubt of my Sue veſi / Gan- 


Phe in Expettations, which'experienced Seatmbn 
thonghe'vite Well founded,” I made the Signab bc] 
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_ cording Y „ but „to my grekt Setprilk not · half che 
Men dane dll it Was tob late to make 
ah Edi} 15" vas thetefore forced td wait Ir 


the ſecond Strain as before, and at High Water 


-moved_ her again a very little to the Weſtward. 
The Geer ſtill all beld ox ang. well. 1 agreed 
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with the Officers to defer heaving down again till 
next Morning. As the Tide ſell out later and later, 
it was concluded, if the Men ſhould come by break 
of Day, my End might be obtained. The ſame 
Afternoon, the a uth, however; it ſuddenly came 
on to blow very freſh-at S. E. fo heavy a Sea was 
rolling, that one of che Lighters being leaky, and 
rotten in her upper Works, was filled with Water 
almoſt in a Moment, Every poflible Means were 
nſed to ſave her; but before ſhe was got half a 
Cable's lepgth from the Royal, William, ſhe. went 
down. I had cauſed a nine-inch Hawſer to be 
made faſt to one of her Beams, and a Buoy faſten- 
ed to it. While I was buſily employed, in order 
to prevent this unfortunate Accident, the ather 
Lighter had nearly ſhared a ſimilar Fate, having 
wich the great Swell ſuddenly ſtruck. againſt. the 
Cap of the Boltſprit af the Royal-George ; but by 
the Exertions of the Carpenter of the Royal Wil- 
liam; and my People, I got her ſafe an Shore, bail- 
ing her all the Way from Spithead-to Stoke 's Bay. 
The Wind increaſed in the Night, and, all next 
Day. I was deſtitute. of ;every effeftual 
Help.;/None:-of; the Ships. Creys Wege left on 
Badard. The, Maſter- attendant had taken, on 
Shore ihe twenty, Riggers and ſour \Boatſwaing,* 
dhe oy People he ſupplied me with for the; Trial. 
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My Situation vas now truly diſtreſſing, and my 
Anxiety inexpreſſible. At high Water, with tho 
great Sea, and the pitching and aſcending of the 
Ships, I found ſeveral of my dependent Cables 


broke forward in both Ships; every, Thing was in 


a truly dreadful Confuſion. I immediately wrote 
to the. Commiſſioner*. for. the: Aſſiſtance of the 


- Peaple the Maſter-attendants had taken away. In 


conſequence of my Letter, they were lent again 
on Board, on che Sunday Evening, but too late, 
to ſave the Cables, or render me any Service in 


that Reſpet, On the Day following, Monday, 


the 13th, it was more moderate, and I perceived 
it impoſſible to ſubſtitute freſ Cables in Time; 
1 Was, therefore, determined to make the laſt, Ef. 
fort with what Cables 1 had left, and to ſtart, my 
Water, which amounted, ta about 1000 Tons in 
Caſks, and ſet all my Pumps to work, 10 throw 
out the, Water purpoſely let in. On Monday 
Morning 1 made the Signal agreed, on ſor Aſſiſ- 


tance before e but, to my great Morti- 


Hens ng not m re : than, 497 Men were ſent in all, 
and very Ke of theſe game in Tine. I. did, how: 
Karge tha that was in my Power; L hove. 


ables d Vin th 5 {nt Manner I could. tho! 
Bo e before bigh W. ſound 
ſectly, an ; 8 Igh Water I found 
5 George on . forward, - Even then, 
| with 
| . . 
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with proper Aſſiſtance, I woul@ have fücceeded. 


On ſtarting the Water, I perceived' it had great 
Power, and that it lightened the Ships very much. 


Unfortunately, owing to the Cables being une - 


qually hove down, two more gave way in the Dili- 
gente, the one in the Starboard Gun-room Port, 


and the other on the Larboard Bow; 'notwithſtind- 


ing, all the Midfhip Cables' fill held faſt. "Thoſe 


that were broke, were in a great Meaſure occa- 


ſioned by the Ships pitching and aſcending in ſo 
heavy a Sea. There now remained no Hopes of 
Succeſs till more were bent, and ſome other ne- 
ceſſary Steps taken. But no Time was allowed 
me. The Officers took the Charge of the Ships 
from me, and though I could only procure 137 
Men from the Fleet, four Boatſwains, 20 Riggers, 
and a Dozen Caulkers, which 1 vitualled while 
with me, to make the laſt Trial, yet 600 Men 
were eaſily 3 to carty the Royal Willias | 
Aſter this auetefifil Attempt, 15 was ordered 

to London By the Lords of the A in ral ralty,+ by 
Letter, bearing Date the a 4th of'O Ghee, re- 
marnell there above a Month, à ta ' confi detable 
ae} or men pap 15 their 2 
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I as obliged to keep Poſſeſſion of the Ships, and 
Care of the Stores, during the Winter; and had 


to pay for that Purpoſe Mens Wages and Victu- 
als io a very conſiderable Amount. 


the Public, will judge for themſelves; and every 
humane Reader muſt ſympathize with me in my 
Diſtreſs and Diſappointment, Even my Enemies 
allow the PraQticability of my Plan; but the Ob- 
Racles thrown in my Way would have fruſtrated 
the compleateſt and moſt perſect Deſign. - - 

Even from the very Beginning of this arduous 
Undertaking, I had Reaſon to fear the calamitous 


| Conſequences, which-afterwards enfued. While 


the Diligente lay at the Jetty; ſhe had only one 
Capftane fit for Service. I therefore applied for 
ancther to the Builder, who; I-verily believe, gave 
Orders io ſerve me wich one proper for my Pur 


| poſe: One was accordmgly looked out, and or: 


dered to be put in. Fortunately, however, ſome 
of my Carpenters obſerved it was not only of an im- 


proper Size, hut entirely rotten and totally uſeleſt. 


I got the Carpenters of the Royal William and Di- 
ligente tu Survey it: they ſound it much worſe than 
it was even tepteſented. The Diſappointment I met 


Vith iniglit have been preſaged from this Circum- 
ſtance, which evidently aroſe from Deſign, as, will 
_ plainly appear by my Natrative. But undoubt- 

edly the Perſon who' meant to'impofe upon me 


Was 


Alſier this plain and unadorned Ms the | 
Right Honourable and Honourable Boards, and 
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was not aware of the Conſequences which might 
have enſued ; for, had the Capſtane been put in; 
and ever a heavy Strain hove on it, it might have 
occaſioned the Loſs of many a Life or Limb. 
What was aſtoniſhing to me, and muſt ſtrike every 
Obſerver, is, that all the rotten and faulty Places, 
which were viſible on the Outſide, were filled up 
with new- made Putty, and afterwards rubbed over 
with ſoft Dirt, and dried on ſo as to make it ſeem 
ſound. I ſhewed it to ſeveral Officers of the 
Yard, and alſo a Quantity of the Putty I had taken 
from the faulty Pieces. Mr. Collier, one of the 
Foremen or Quartermen of the Capſtane-houſe, 
to whom I mentioned this Circumſtance, aſſured 
me, notwithſtanding, it was uery ſound. The Buil- 
der, however, ordered me another, which was 
taken out of a Ship in Dock, I beheve the Tri- 
dent. When it was putting ing its Place in che 
Diligente, there were upwards: of 200 Men em- 
ployed in the Ship, and moſt of them upon Deck 
working. While ſome were beayving up an An- 
chor, a Block broke; and / tbe Sheaf fell and ſplit 
tlie Head: of this very: unfortunate Foreman, or 
Quarterman, tio; bade ſo ſhort a Time befarq, 
through Ignorance, or Inattention, affirmed, fp 
glaring a:Faiſehood. It is ſomewhat remarkable, 
that among ſuch a Number he alone ſhould ſufferg 

and, in an Aga more Superſtitious than the preſent, 
this fatal Accident might have been attributed to 
a rn Interpoſition of Providence, | whaſe 
23 p Ways 
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Ways a are too dark and 1 intricate to nn "my 
frail and feeble Man. | 
From the Experiments I forwerly * were 
I I properly ſupported; I cannot entertain the leaſt 
Doubt of {till accomplifhing'the raifingof the Royal 
George. My Failure'laſt Year can be attributed, 
with Juſtice, to nothing but want of the requiſite 
and promiſed Aſfiſtance. In the moſt ample Man- 
ner did Government undertake to provide me 
with Lighters and proper Veſſels; How I have 
been ſerved, I have already mentioned. Allow- 
ing, for a Moment, that the large Lighters were 
wanted to return Stores from Ships, can it ever 
be maintained, that this would be detrimental to 
his Majeſty's Sea Service, when at the very Time I 
was refuſed them, there were. three fitter for the 
Purpoſe, laying uſeleſs in the South Dock? This 
Service was certamly Harbour Duty; as the Ships 
were going to be paid off. Will any one ſkilled 
in the leaſt in naval Affairs (Mr. Gilbert excepted) 
maintain that the Truelove, and Sherborne Cut- 
ter? were proper Vefſels for heaving ſuch heavy 
Purchaſes as this great Buſineſs required The 
Capſtane of the-Pruclover:contains but ſix ſhort 
Bars not ſix Feet long. It is fixed on a narrow 
Pink tern Deck The Sherborne has alteady 
been deſcribhed. Her inutility is obvious and 
glaring. Indeed, between theſe two Veſſels and 
the Lighters, cherte: is as much Difference as be- 
we | _ _»h of a Man, and the Weakneſs 
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626) 
of a Child. With them, however, I made the beſt 
Shift I could; and did effect, in the End, the 
placing properly my Sweep Cables, by the tem- 
porary Means of raiſing double Purchaſes, ſhiſt- 
ing the Veſſels, &c. though at great Expence, my 
Labour, Time, and incredible Fatigue; for, had 
chere been four Lighters, the whole Cables would 
have been properly fixed round the Royal George 
in-about ten Days, and in a Manner far ſuperior 
to what I could poſſibly do with ſuch Veſſels as 
the Sherborne and Truelove, The Want of pro- 
per Craft not only cauſed ſuperfluous Expences, 
but undoubtedly occaſioned the Failure in the 
End, as I have before obſerved. 
The peculiar Hardſhip of my Caſe appears ſuf. 
ficiently plain, from the following Circumſtances: 
1. I have been kept in an anxious Suſpence, 
and have expended a deal of Money in procur- 
ing Diving Machines, and other necellary Articles, 
The loſs I ſuſtained, by leaving all my other Buſi- 
neſs from October, 1782, to the prefent Time, 
was very conſiderable, and this certainly aroſe 
from my Plan obtaining a Preference ſuperior to 
-all others. 997 omni 6 Ng 2111 28*25}net-; , 
. After Government had agreed, to heply 
me with the neceſſary Stores, and Craſt and Ve. 
fels fad ſon my Purpoſe, could any Thing he more 
wantonly cruel, more uncandid and unjuſt, than 
to furtiſly me | with Veſſels totally inadequate to 
the Sevvics: for: as ey were ended. ? Nay, 
15 | | 5”. was 


(26) 
was I not peculiarly auen to be kept out, 
even of theſe leaky; crazy, and improper Veſſels 
ſor five Weeks, in the prime Seaſon of the Vear, 
by «the. artful, inſidious Deſigns of an obſtinate 


and determined Man, who, abuſing: the Power he 
poſſeſſed, drove me from Place to Place? He 
went, indeed, ſo far as to ſend Pilots on Board, 
to carry the two Ships to Spithead, before I had 
the half of my Stores on Board; and, in ſhort, 
exerted himſelf to the utmoſt to increaſe my Ex- 
pences, and retard my Operations; for had it not 
been for the unneceſſary Obſtructions he threw 
in my Way, I ſhould: have been ready for the 
grand Trial by the End of July. Of the Truth 
am can produce ſufficient Vouchers. 
. At the Time of the Trial, and on the 
Failure of my Attempt, the Admiralty interfered, 
aud ſeemed to have taken the Matter upon them« 
ſelves, as appears from Admiral Montague's Let- 
ters of the gh and i th of Ot᷑tober. I was or- 
dered to acquaint; him with my daily Proceedings, 
for the Information of their Lordſhips, and ano- 
ther Letter commanding the ſame for his Majeſty. r 
Add to this, that when Admiral Pigot came down 
to infpe& into theſe Matters, I naturally conclud- 
ed, chat, in my then Situation, I could not apply 


ch mere a 90 than 10 2 Lords of. the 
' Wang 
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Admiralty. © Accordingly; I wrote to their Lord- 
ſhips, which I much fear gave great Offence to 
the Commiſſioners of the Navy. In my Letter, 
I made a Statement of Facts, and freſh Propoſals. 
I alſo communicated the Method I was to adopt, 
and delivered the Vouchers I had, certifying my 
having moved the Royal George. A Part of theſe 
I had formerly left at the Navy Office. I 
wrote on the 14th and 17th of October, 1783. 
On the 24th of the ſame Month I received an 
Anſwer, and vas ordered to London. On the 
2th of November following, I waited at the Navy 
Board, left fourteen Affidavits, and a Letter from 
Thomas Scuth, Eſq; all in Proof of my having 
moved the Royal George ;* but I got no latisfac- 
tory Anſwer, On the 26th of November, I wrote 
a third Timef to the Admiralty, but receiving no 
Return, I incloſed, for that Right Honourable 
Board, Copies of fourteen Aﬀidavits and Refe- 
_ rences,f and Letters of ſeveral Naval Officers, — 
all of which were Vouchers of my having moved 
the Ship. Being favoured with no Ariſwer, I 
wrote again to their Lordſhips on the 1ſt of 
May, and on the ehe Was A to the: oy 
Board. EY LEI Elf 2193097 0 
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Flattered by my former Succeſs, and no deci- 
\@s Anſwer being given to my Requeſt, 'T had, tin 
of late, little Doubt of being again employed. 
In this, I now fear, I have been deceived, as the 
Navy Board have fent Orders for a Perſon to at- 
tempt [getting up the: Guns and oer Stores; and 
others are employed in Preperations to raiſe the 
Ship. They remained ſilent till the 18th of May, 
when] received a Letter, which, while it ſtrengthens 
my Fears, excites my Aſtoniſhtnent. Could it 
be ſuppoſed, that after the Diſtreſs and Fatigue 
L,;had-undergone, boch in Body and Mind, 1 
ſhould be refuſed a ſecond Trial? Could any 
one imagine, that after having expended near 
 {£ 4000, my Misfortunes; which in Fact were oc- 
caſioned by, the Faults of others, ſhould be height- 
ened by the diſtreſſing Letter which follows; a 
Leuer which will involve myſelf and Family in 
Ruin, having given my all in Security to 
worthy and reſpeſtable Gentleman, Wo was 
bound ſor : mein a chouſand Pounds to the 
Navy Board for the Wear of his Maje yy 
Stoke. brig avi} Ht 4 Be its e ay Bites 
ergo font @onObrP! . en 11 
uh at 24444 Many 3 e 
| Mr, Ten-. TRIES. | ir AH 2 
% WE, haye received your. ate 1th 
Inſtant, and acquaint you |that\no\furvier AE" 
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your Security will 'be ee bs foon as the 
Time elapſes. 
We are, - 
Your alfefionate Friends; T 
— . CHARLES — 
Signed 5 EDWARD HUNT, 
E GEORGE MARSH. , 
The foregoing Letter needs no Commentary. 1 
ſhall only make afew Obſervations more, as I fear 
I have already been too prolix on the Subject. = | 

probably may be argued, that the Undertaking 
which I have been fo unfortunate, was a — 
tract. — Allowing it to be ſo, it is of that particu- 
lar Nature, that never before happened, and He- 
ven avert a ſimilar one from ever falling to this 
Country's Lot again! It is too of a Nature 
which can neither be effectuated or compleated 


; ” 


 vithout the Aid and Aſſiſtance of Government, 


particularly, that moſt eſſential Part, a ſufficient: 
Number of Men. at the laſt Trial, and the necefſary' 
Veſſels fit for fich uncommon. Purchaſes. It may 
likewiſe be aſked, why did I not ſtop, and give 
up the Buſineſs, before I had made ſuch Progreſs? 
Why did + not make + public Charge to the 
Board, and complain of the Uſage I had tectived, 
and of the Obſtruſtions which were thrown if! my 
Ways My Anſwer is) that I had expended re 
hundred Pounds, which I Thonld never Have it i 
my Power to recover; for my Enettiies would 
fa, a ne of Succeſs, I had given up the At- 
D tempt, 


(800 
tetppt, of the. Succeſs of which I never could en- 
tertain a Doubt, if Aſſiſtance was afforded me, — 
Again, rather than make diſagreeable Complaints, 
or give my Superiors trouhle, 4, ſubmitted with 
the greateſt, Patience, thinkipg, ſuch a ConduRt 
would procurg me.the Countenance of 17 Man 
who had ſo much in his Power ;—with ſuch, a 
Perſon, I. was willing to bear, amidſt innumerable 
Inſults and Afﬀfconts, rather than, give any Occa- 
ſion for meriting Delay or Niſappointment, This 
accounts for. my Silence in my Letters to the 
Board, as I never preferred a ſingle Complaint 


againſt, him, ue a Conduct would have 


been highly juſtifiable. I had many Reaſons for 
acting in this Manner. I thought, when I had 
proceeded. fo, far as to convince his Supeciors in 
Authority, that I vas not to be deterred by trivial 


Obſtracdions, hut was determined, with F ortitude, 
and unremitiing i. e at great 


O AH 2rort - 
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| —— 2:gengrous and, liberal, Plan \ and Log 
ward would have been wruly bountiful, up 
and Stotegg werejto, be valued, byn th Ce . Ger, of 
Portſmouth Dock- yard, and of Con equence, 


Mr. Gilbert, by his Profeſſion, would have been 
the principal Perſon in the Valuation. The da- 
Ayes r a 
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" Olaiife for giving: me the Preference in the Pur. 
chaſſe, after the firſt Valuation was inſerted. On 
the whole; I had tuch to fear, by making a Man, 
lefs in Power than Mr. Gilbert, my Enemy, and 
every” Thing io expett by preſerving him any 
Friend, 28, from my never having given kim Of. 
ſence, T fondly *confidered bin. 
he Circümſtances which have been laid down 
in this Narrative; in the moſt reſpectful Manner; 
the Documents, Vobkhers, and Authorities, which 
T have had the honour to produee; are a ſufficient 
Juſtification, L flatter myſelf, fot — Perſeve- 
Trance: and, 1 humbly preſume, the impartial 
Reader will pity, and the powerful and affluent 
will aſſiſt in obtaining ſome Compenfaion for che 
: Loſſes of the unfortunate Author, Who, in endea- 
vouring to perfarm a public betvice; has una- 
 voidably plunged Niinkelf aud Fatty in Tovetry 
"una in dlery: © © BOGIHUITUE 
= Nooibitanding their Gitinalttibhs, the'Tire 
049 pled, the Failure of freſti Proj jectors, and va. 
rious other ObſtruRions, T ich hw ready to 
undertake ard zin cnfcichs of ittoniflilhing the 
ſing, Sf ne Royal Geotge, Could T be bertein 
Ret taping ie "A tne 2 relpectfullß re- 
Je wy P Propoſals "to che Lord ef the Ad. 
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The raiſing of the Royal George was an Ob- 
of great Magnitude, and of the higheſt Im- 
portance. _ While all Europe was ſtruck with Pity 
at thedoleful Tale of her unhappy Fate, they were 
anxious to know what Steps would be taken to re- 
cover her, by a Nation not leſs renowned in Arts 
than i in Arms. They could never think that the 
riſh and contracted Diſpoſition of an Indivl- 

dual could thwart and overthrow the Deſigns of 
a public-ſpirited Projector; nor will it be be. 
lieved, that a Country, celebrated for its Genero- 
ſity, ſhould abandon a Man whoſe Plan, even 
now, is allowed to be fuperiot to any yet offered 
to public Infection. Of its Practicability and 
2 0 I haye honourable and ſufficient Vouch- 
ers, and, amidſt the Dangers that ſurround me, it 
affords i me no ſmall Conſolation, that to the Teſ- 
timonies I have already adduced,” I can add the 
. ones of Captains Payne, E Hill, Gayton, 
Kingſmill, 220 41 many ober. CM: -| — 11100 
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ee to make a few Obſervations relative 
to the Operations uſed. this Summer, 1784, in 
— the Royal George. On a Caſe which fo 
nearly concerns my Credit and my Character, it 
| can hardly be thought improper for me to dwell 
at ſome length, eſpecially as I have received freſh 
Inſtances of undeſerved Oppreſſion. | 

I bave already pointed out the heavy Charges 
1. incurred in my Attempt to raiſe the Royal 
George; I haye alſo ſhewn, what unneceſſary 
Expences were occaſioned by Delays and Dilap- 
pointments; I have produced the molt. undeni- 
able Teſtimonies of the Propriety of my Plan; 
and, to a Demonſtration, have proved that no- 
thing but the Want of the promiſed Aſſiſtance 
could have prevented its being finally efficacious. 
Yet, feebly as I was ſupported, my Efforts, me- 
thinks, ſhould have ſhewn me not unworthy the 
Confidence of my Right Hcy and Honour 
able Employers. | 
In my Articles of 4 with the Navy 
n it vas provided by a Clauſe therein inſert- 


D 3 ed, 


Han 5 


ed, that, in caſe I did not raiſe the Ship, I mould 
be. permitted to recover whatever Guns, Storęs, 
cc paſſibly could. Notwithſtanding which, 
before I received any Natice to the FOntrary, an 
Order wes ſent down to Portſmeuth Dock, fa. 
early as che End of April or Beginning of May, 
1784. ta ſupply Meſſrs. Brathwaites with a proper 
Veſſel, of go Tbns burden, and every other Thing 
neceſſary ar the Purpoſe of recovering Stores, 
Kc. On theſe ingenious Gentlemen I throw no 
Reflection: but in ihe Reginning of my Operation 
laſt Summer. I had got hold and fixed a Purchaſe. 
on the very Sheet: Anchor they have ſince. got up. 
aſter full three Months labour; whereas, had I 
not been more anxious for the Succeſs of my 
grand Ohjett, ta which every other Motive was a 
ſceondary Conſideration, than the Profits which 
might ariſe from the. Anchor, I think, I may ſay 
Vithout Vanity, I ould have raiſed; it in a Day 
o %. But Lwiſhed not to loſe even an Hour; 
of infiniely more Importance: atbas nf Hi 
When I reſleſted on Ihe partial Reſpect hewn-, 
te cheſe Gentlemen ↄ hen I conſiderediihe alarm 
ing Natuce ab the Letter from ibe Commiſſipnara 
ofothe-Navy, dated the 17ch of Mayz when, Lic: 
vab-ed within myſelf; that I had beep the immer 
diate: thoughzinhocent\Cauſe of, reduging my, Fam: 
wih go [thergreateſt Diſtreſs; my Mind yas, tc 
tuned with the! moſt jpoighatit Pain.),,, Ngbing 
* but every Thing heightened, my 


Misfortune, 
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Misfortnne. I had been obliged to give up the 
Ships and Stores, after a long and expenſive 
Winter, and denied a ſecond Trial: I found my- 
ſelf ſucceeded by Proje&urs; whoſe! Appearance 
beſpoke the greateſt Affluence, whoſe Plan was 
not only almoſt idolized for its Ingenuity, but 
whoſe Succeſs was'feemingly ſeerired by the Pro- 
teftion and Patronage it received. I thought / 
ſuch Gentlemen, fupporied' by ſuch Aſſiſtance, 
would doubtleſs ſucceed. At firſt my Heart 
glowed with the Thoughts of again ſeeing the poor 
old Royal George above Water though I was not 
allowed the Honour of accontlifhing/fo deſirable 
an End. I was flattered in my font Hopes, by fee-' 
ing theſe Honourable Gentlemen cureſſed and pro- 
tetted in the moſt effectual Matter, not only by the” 
chief Officers of the Port and Tard but by: 
reſpectable Officers of his Majeſty's Navy. An 
were unanimous in their Praiſe, and euch firove 
to outdo another in Offers of Services, in giving. 
Aſſiſtance, and in Efforts to rerider that; Aſſiſtance: 
effectual! Even the long Stages ſputt of my! p- 
paratus, vieh hac eoſt me go Dining re 
immedlidtely ider ed from thel Dock- yard nud 
taken our t Spimend, by the King's People, for 

the "ProjeRon fe! Though I. was lever per- 
mitted to have dne df the ſalling Lighters, yet they 
had the very beſt Veſſels: Niggers in a Launch, 
alſo attended tem, and all the Boats from be 
vit beni on 54. 79 19d 226111 Reet, 2 
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Fleet; nay, the Ship's Company of his Majeſty“s 
Ship Grampus, which lay near the Royal George, 
uuns likewiſe ordered to aſſiſt and, in taking 
out theſe great Mens Apparatus to Spithead, with 
Anchors, Cables, Stores, &c. without the Expence 
of Man or Means to theſe Adventurers. When 
I; who was only a poor Individual, could not oh, 
tain even a Boats Crey to aſſiſt me, in taking» 
his Majeſty's two Ships, Royal William and Dilj- 
gente, to Spithead, I was obliged, myſelf, to get 
Men ſufficient/to work them out, and moor them, 
It muſt be ſuppoſed a- conſiderable Number were 
requiſite, vben nearly 600 were actually aſſiſting 
in getting the Royal William again into Harbour 
after my Failure. Had I been fortunate enough 
to have met wich ſuch Aﬀifianceias theſe Gentle: 
'men received, they would never had any Trouble 
about this Matter; as undoubtedly, in that Caſe, 
I ſhould have ſucceeded,” and. f Conſequence, 
preyenied them from: being {o-elated.at, the. he- 
ginning, and ſo diſappointed at the End of their 
ingenious Proceſs, Great, -howgyer; as their 
; Pretenſions were I will: venture to ſay p01 A- 
= greement whatever was made at the. Boards 5p . 
; X aſſiſt them more than my ſelf. Ik is m uty, 
however, to-reſign my ſelf to my adverſe Exte. 1 
+ T woald wiſh the two Plans, that of my own 
Inyention, and the other, which is not the Inven- 
| don, of theſe great | and afllucnt © ATFentorers, 


| Commiſſioner 
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Commiſſioner Hickes and Samuel Remmat} 
Efgrs. to be fully inveſtigated; and ſtrictiy ex- 
amined, by the beſt judges, -by whoſe Deciſion 
Iwill chearfully abide. The one has been; expe- 
rimentally tried at Spithead, and found do bo 
pratticable and effectual for the Purpoſe ; the 
other has proved the reverſe, although it muſt be 
allowed jt looks very Wann Fur 
Table, or in a Cabin. 16 02 C7 115:;6l/ at 
Ass theſe Projectors have in Public * 
N youred to ſhew the Impratticability of my Plan, 
T'truſt-I ſhall not be thought either envious: of 
malicious in ſaying, that I defy their Aſſeriioms, 
and will prove, either to themlelves;:or,Frien's, 
that their Plan, or any Part of it, canhot bevef- 
fettual or pratticable at Spithende I cathot 
help obſerving, that this Plan f which; Meſizs; 
Hickes and Remmat avaited-themſelves,:!was-wf- 
fered me laſt Summer,“ by a NMν, h Jackfors, 
who-now-detlares himfelf the ſole Iuventor, and 
that he is very ill uſed :and-wobld be glag dane 
rofiterned wih m. „ wow 5 tul 
Evilk not longer tire the Readers: Paticncy, 
further thariobferving; that the Event; ofrthei 

Nan ſpeaks for itſelf. Immſtiackoowledge ttlity 
have been mofe paar than glas g. ſor put 


90 vim to 3&(4J 281 © 1 24. Al iw Dirow ting 


vun 23 ton al dite odo Ali bas aouagyal 
nns BA WMDouilitcs bugs 16 x Nd. 10 non 
Oili mio)“ See Leiter No. XX 


(38) | | 


ting travelling Charges aſide, a very ſmall Sum 
would refund the Money that has been really 
paid for their Operations. The honeſt Tradeſ- 
men, and others, who ſupplied the Materials for 
their Apparatus, &c. and ſupported them thro' 
the whole, from the generous Payments they 
have received, will be the beſt enabled to aſ- 
certain the Expences of theſe ingenious Gen- 
temen. 
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ArFLDAVITS 


6 to in the preceding Narratives«: 
— — 
A. 


Borough of Portſmouth, in 1 
County of Southampton. 

LLLIAM TRACEY, of Portſmouth Com- 
mon, in the Liberties of the ſaid Borough, 
and County of Southampten, Broker; John 
Brinehead, of the ſame Place, Ropemaker ; Ro- 
bert Stangtoom, of Portſmouth, of the ſaid Bo- 
rough, Maſter and Mariner; William Bell, of 
Portſmouth Common aforeſaid, Carpenter of his 
Majeſty's Ship Royal William; Thomas Wal- 
lace, of the ſame Place, Ship Builder; Joſeph 
Pink, of the ſame Place, Joiner; Edward Brine, 
of the fame Place, Brazier; William Robertſon, 
of Goſport, in the ſaid County, Rigger; William 
North, of Portſmouth aforeſaid, Mariner; Ri- 
chard Hoare, of Portſmouth Common aforeſaid, 
Vittualler; Robert Green, of Portſmouth Com- 
mon aforeſaid, Butcher; John M* Daniel, Gun- 

ner 
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| Surfage:; of ſthe Water beſoreo ſhe was, fo movi 
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ner of his. Majeſty's ſaid Ship Royal William ; 

and Themas Dorſet, Boatſwain of the ſaid Ship; 
and Jonathan Preſcott, of » Galport.(afoneſad, 
Foreman of Rigge 
ay; and fitſt, this ——— the bald Wil. 
ham Tracey, for himſelf, faith, that having been 
employed, by Agreement with, Government, 10 
welgh and. recover. his. Majeſty's Ship Royal 
George, be, this Deponent, on Thurſday the 
ninth Day of Oftober laſt, being then on Board 
His Majeſty's ſaid Ship the Royal William, and 
it being then high; Water, did clearly obſerve and 
ſee the Royal George move, and go a- head; and 
the Royal. William and Diligente move and go 
a-tern, in one Body, upwards of thirty Feet from 
the Place where the Royal George lay; and that 
be, this .Deponent, from Sunday the fifth Day of 
QQober lalt; to, Monday the: thirteenth; Day of 
October laſt, at High Water, did adually per- 
ceive the: Royal George. te beg quite lively, and 
onjſloat, in the Bedi he: lay ; and this Deponent: 
further ſamth. hat he did net at any Time, ſec the 


Cap of ihe Boliſptitp j in boom, and Traveller 


helgngipg to he Royal George, ſolſar above the - 


an e ſaleſaid as he did aſier Mei wah vοjẽ u. 
Ahd.jhe ſe Deponents, thei ſaid! John BraithootÞ | 
and RohertStangroom, fur themſelves, ſeverally 
ſayo chat theſe Dupine nia heiug on board his Ma. 
Jeſtzca Hid. Ship ahEe Royal William, and having 
the 


cb 
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the Charge of the ſaid Ship, and of the Diligente, 
and of the Men on Board them refpettively, un- 
der the Direction of the ſaid William Tracey, 
they, theſe Deponents, the {id John Brinehocd 
and Robert Stangroom, on Sunday the fifth Day 
of Otober laſt, at the high Water, were-alarmed 
by the People in the Ship, that the Royal George 
moved and fwaddled in her Bed; whereupon, 
they, theſe Deponents, the ſaid John Brinehood 
and Robert Stangroom, on their reſpective Oaths, 
ſolemnly declare, that the Royal George was then 
very viſibly on float, and lively in the Bed ſhe 
lay; and theſe. Deponents, the faid John Brine- 
hood and Robert Stangroom, further ſevetally 
 fay, that at ſeveral high Waters, between Sunday 
the fifth Day of -Oftober laſt, * and Monday the 
thirteenth Day of the ſame October, the Royal 
George was on float; and, that on Thurſday the 
ninth Day of the ſame October, they, theſe Depo- 
- nents, the ſaid John Brinebood and Rebert Stan- 
groom; being then giving Directions to the Men 
who attended the Bits of che Reyal William, a 
general Ory iaroſe ron fte Royal William} 
that the Royal George was going achead ; at which 
Time, they, theſe Deponents, che ſaid ohn Brine- 
hoo and Rubert Stangroom, obſerved; that the 
mall Bower Cable, which held the Ship tobe 
Eaſtward, was very taught, whergas, before # was 
ſlackenedij; and they, theſe Deponents, immedi- 
ately Jaw the Stoppers caſt off the ſmall Bower 
a k that 
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that the Royal William then went a. ſtern, and 
took Cable very faſt ; that is to ſay; about fie 
or fix Fathoms of Cable; and then the Royal Wil- 
Ham' ſtopped, and would not take any more 
Cable; and theſe Deponents, the flid John Brine- 
hood and Robert Stangroom, further ſay that on 
their going aft on the lower Deck, on board the 
Royal William, they obſerved, chat about ſix 
Fathoms of Cable had been hove in by the Cap- 
Rane, om the Cable that moored the Royal Wil- 
ham a- ſtern, which they, theſe Deponents, the ſaid 
John Brinehood and Robert Stangroom, knew was 
very taught before; and theſe Deponents, the 
faid- John Brinchood and Robert Stangroom, 
further ſay, that they verily believe, that at the 
Time the general Cry was given as'aforeſaid; the 
Royal George was moved upwards of thirty Feet, 
at the leaft, to the Weſtward, from the Place 
where ſhe lay; and theſe” Deponents, the ſaid 
John Biineh6od and Robert Stabgrovi, funther 
ay, that they did not at ar) Time fee the Cap of 
the Boltſprit, Jib-boom, and Traveller; ſo bigh | 
one” of the Water before the Royal Gorge was 
tn6ved*as afoteſait; as they did afterwards. 
And inis Deponent, the fad Willam Bell; for 
bimſelf, faith, that he being on board tlie Royal 
William, on Thurſday the ninth Day of Ober 
Kft; and having taken Marks and Obſervations 
by dhe Latid, be, this Deponent, the Reid Wim 
Bell, at about kigh Water, clearly obſerved ard 
2 ſaw 
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ſaw the Royal Coorge, Royal William, aud Dili- 
gente all move in one Body to the Weſtward, at 
the Time the People were heaving at the Cap- 
ſtane for that Purpoſe; and this Depavent, the 
ſaid William Bell, for himſelf, ſaith, that for ſeve · 
ral Times, at high Water, between Sunday the 
fifth, and Monday the agth Day of October lat, 
the Royal, George was lively and a- float in the 
Dock ſhe lay in; and this Deponent, the ſaid 
William Bell, verily believes, that the Royal 
George hath. been removed thirty Feet a-head, 
atleaſt, from the Place where ſhe lay in, and 
laith, that he never ſaw the Cap of the Boltſprit, 
Jib-boom, and Traveller of the Royal George 
ſo high out of the Water before the Royal 
George was moved as he did afterwards, And 
this Deponent, the ſaid Thomas Wallace, for 
himſelf, ſaith, that he being on board the Royal 
William, on Thurſday. the ninth Day of ,OQtober 
laſt, and having previouſly taken two Marks, or 
Obſervations, in a; Parallel Line, with one Mark 
on the Shore, did clearly obſerye, that the Maſts 
of, the Royal George did not, at the Time, ſhe 
maved, 35; aforeſaid, ſeparate from the Royal 
Wilham and Diligeme; but faith, that. all, the 
three Ships moved in one Body together; and 
faith, that from Sunday the fifth, and Monday the 
thirteenth; Days of, Otober laßt, the Royal 
George was lively and a-float/in the; Bed ſhe lay 
ing and vetily believes the Royal e 
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heen removed, from che Place where ſhe lay in in, 
thirty Feet a-head ; and that he never ſaw. the 
Cap of the Baldſprit, jib-boom, and Traveller. of 
the Royal George ſo high out of the Water be- 
fore ſhe was moved as he did afterwards, —— 
And this Deponent, the ſaid Joſeph Pink, ſaith, 
that he being on board the Royal William, on 
Thurfday the ninth Day of October laſt, obſerv- 
eld that the Maſts of the Royal George did not 
fepartte from the faid Royal William and Dili- 
gente, but that all moved in a Body together; and 
further ſaith, that from Sunday the fifth, and 
Monday the thirteenth Days of October laſt, the 
Royal George was lively and on float, in the 
Dock ſhe lay in, and verily believes the Royal 
George hath been removed thirty Feet a-head 
from the Place where ſhe lay in, and that he 
never ſaw the Cap of the Boltiprit, Jib- boom, and 
Traveller fo high out of Water before ſhe was 
moved as he did aſterwards. And this Depo- 
nent, the faid Edward Brine, for himſelf, faith, 
that he hath made frequent Excurſions to Spit- 
head to ſee the: Endeavours made 1 In. raiſing ihe 
Royal” George, ſince the fifth Day of October 
laſt; that om y the ſeventh Day of Octo- 
ber laſt, he ſtaid on board the Royal William to 
be convinced of the FaR as to the Royal George 
moving in ber Dock; that he fat himſelf down on 
the Fore⸗top of the Royal George; and obſerved 
— and flarbbard and larboard Mo- 
tion, 
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| Motion, ſufficient to convince this Deponent, that 
the Royal George was moved froin du Bömom of 
her Dock; that he attended ſeveral Times at high 
Waters, and, in particular, on Wedneſday the 
eighth Day of October laſt, he paſſed from the 
Gangway of the Royal William to the Mainimaft 


of the oy = George, and there obſerved the ſame 
Motions, if not greater, than the Day before, ows 


ing, as he ſuppoſed; to the Augmentation of the 
Spring Tides ; that he alſo obſerved the Marks made 
on the Rails of the Quarter - deck of the Royal 
William, to an Obſervation on the Land, by 
which, it clearly appeared that the Royal George 
had been moved about thirty Feet to the Weſt- 
ward. —Ant this Deponent, Ralph Robinſon; 
upon his Oath, ſaith, that he being on board the 
Diligente, on the ninth Day of October laſt, he 
took particular Marks by the Maſts of the Dili- 
gente and Royal George, and a Building in the 

Iſte of Wight, which he brought to his View in 

a parallel Line; that on the ſame Day, when the 
People in the Diligente and Royal William were 
heaving at the Capſtanes to mave the Royal. 
George; he clearty- and diſtinſtiy ſau the Maſta of 
the Röbyal George, Royal William, and Diligentey 
all move in one Body to che Weſtward; and ſaith; 
chat the Rbyal George — — 
ob-it@Breadth;, _ —— 
chat for“ ſeveral! high Waters, between, the. . 
nen Day 2 0f Haber kaſd/bu,perocived the 
Hine rs HB 1 * try Royal 
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Royal George was, lively and on float in the 
Bed ſhe lay in ——And this Deponent, . the ſaid 
William North, cn his Oath, ſaith, that he being 
in a Boat on the ninth Day of Oftober laſt, at the 
Ab. boom End of the Royal George, be clearly 
received and faw by the tion | of the, Jib- 
doom that the Royal George was on float; ; that 
ending the People on Board the Royal William 
and Diligente beginning to heave. at the Capſtanes, 
be was very attentive, and clearly ſaw the Royal 
Geotge's'Jib-boom and Maſts, the Royal Wil- 
ham and Diligente, all move in one Body to the 
Weſtward ;' and verily believes, by the Marks 
he had gblerved! on the Land, the Royal George 
was moved it leaſt thirty Feet to the Weſtward. 
S And this Deponent, the faid Richard Hoare, on 
| his Oath; ſaith, that he being « on board the Dili- 
gente on dhe nini Day of Ottober laſt, and hav- 
ing the Charge of the People at the Bits, forward, 
— Diligente to f go. a-ſtern, about fix; 
Fathoms, by the Cable he cau <d to be Kb 
ont and Haich it "was utterly impoſſible for 
Diligente' and Re a William, 0 Ar . 
were all -kove tau; 1 * ks 
Wilfiann'9t'the Md Tia 3 — far Cs 
belle des the yal Gevige 7 25 5700 cad to, 
Weſbvarl thirty Fea 7 hd f | 1 55 — this... 
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Oath, faith, chat he. was on Thurcday the ninth 
Hay of Otgber laſt attending at .the. Capſtane in 
the Diligente, and.that about 9 Fathoms of the 
Cable, which held pe Diligente, to the Weſtward, 
Was hove 1 in, and aith it was impoſſible for the 
Diligente, * d. William to go a- ſtern ſo far 
without the Roya George. going a- head: and ve- 
rily believes the Royal George to be moved thirty 
Feet to the Weſtward. And this Deponent, 
the faid Robert Green, on his Qath, faith, that he 
was on board the Royal William on the ninth 
Day 6f Ottober laſt, that he, by the Orders of 
the ſaid Jobn Brinehood, caſt off the Spe fore 
ward in the Royal William, and that the ſaid Ship 
took about ſix F. athoms of Cable, and verily be- 
lieves the Royal, Gearge to, hays, gone. a-bead-- 
about thirty Feet, to the Westward. And, theſo 
Deponens, the leid John. M. Daniel and. Thomas 
Dorfet, on their reſpeflive Oaths, ſay, that they, 
onthe ninth, Day of Oftober, laſt; attended the 
Capſtane of the 15 William below, and found 


upwalgs 6 Ex Fal oms of ave been; 
hov fr; bur" they Lay, as, — — 

colil f A's perceive e „ _ Ting non 
R8yal Zorg e moved or not hut chat the 

_ att the dict 11 betwe en dhe 3 
thiteenth/ Days. of, C Ottober la 444 the Baugh” 
Gedi 788 bas el) un a-float in her Dock, 

verily believes her to have been moved. 
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WILLIAM TRACEY, 
 [JOHN- BRINEHOOD, ..- 
ROBERT. STANGROOM, | 
WILLIAM BELL. 
| THOMAS WALLIS,  / 
JOSEPH PINK, 
—  -—JEDWARD..BRINE, Junior, 
Signed A — 
{WILLIAM NORTH, 
{RICHARD HOARE, 
JONATHAN POSTGATE, / 

 __ JROBERT GREEN, 
1.3170 ; JOHN M DANIEL, 

;  \THOMAS DORSET. 
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Copy of a Letter from the Honourable 
James LUTTRELL. 


Ganges, en neter, 160% Dec, 1783. 


8 1 R, WAY | ; £41 þ 7 . 7 | 
bs | Received your Letter of-- yeſterday's. Date. 1 
am glad to underſtand hy it, that my. Officers 
and Men gave you every Aſſiſtance in their Power 
for raiſing the Royal George, purſuant to the 
Orders of the Admiral and Admiralty, 

The Support which Government gave you; 
the Stores which they allowed to be iſſued ; the 
Ships and Men employed in that Service, ſtamps 
a Credit upon the Merit of your Plan, beyond 
that of my Opinion in its Favour, I freely con- 
feſs I think the Defe& was not in your Plan, but 
the Execution of it. I believe the ſame Mode 
of ſlinging the Royal George with Cables, pro- 
perly ſtretched, for each to bear an equal Strains, 

E 3 25 would 
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Mort, that the Men might act under regular Dif- 
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would raiſe the Royal n if it was a public 


cipline, to be able to heave all che Purchaſes! 
taught in Time for the Tide. But an Individual, 
veſted with ſo little Authority as yourſelf, was 
not likely to carry command enough fer the 
Exertions required of fo many Men.— And your 
Geer was hard] ftretched for your Purpoſe be- 
fore you left off. And I believe that, with the 
Aſſiſtance you had, if the Attempt had been made 
earlier in the Year, you would have ſucceeded. 
Though I was ofttn'on Board the Royal William, 
I was not there when it was generally reported 
the Royal George had Hoated in her Bed. 1 un- 
derſtood, from the Report of my Officers and 
Men, when they Lache on Board from Work, thay 
the” Royal George was certainly moved in ſome 
Degree.” 1 think y ou ' undertook, too extenſive 
a Work for ch viduz al, and that che moving 
the King” s Ship 80. ofa! King! 8 Roadſtcad ought” 
to be che Biifiney of the pubic Fervice, n 
Your: Agreement” will” bel he how far” G6. 
verüment habe pledged” themſelves tö "Ig. ſe, 


you if you failed in your Nl ennegs, 
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take Time, T ani of "Opinion, "th 9006 
tempt was Mena ö l, Foot dear inge 95 
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Copy of: a Letter from Capt. Hoxennzvs.! 
Southampton, Nv. 4; 1783. 
SIR, 


PP anſwer to your Lower. 1 am happy. to al. 
ſure you 1 ſhall, without ReluQtance, relate, for. 
the Satisfattion of any Body you wiſh, what I ſaw: 
on Board on Thurſday the gth of Aura or at 
any other Period, if necellary, during my fre equent, . 
Viſits to ſee your Operation at Spitk thead. I 
I relate you way kooy many, on Board tha 
4 Tots WY | boing « Siranger;$0.aÞ, l cance, 
846 noball head bad. 1 Ar voz. Ii U. 
e e les ahead. bad. been hecred pt,, 
and =_ Men — — 77 ogg 
a- erh, I d in the-Quarter,gallery of the:Ropal . 
Wilkam, and, from; the Objeft wink Led, 
Eye, on, 1, could diſtinguiſh clearly, the. Diligents.. 
gained conſiderably on it. At laſt, a Frigate, in 
particular, after loſing, by flow Degrees, the Port- 
E 4 holes, 
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Holes, — quite out of my View. What led 
me to think that the Royal George muſt go like- 
wiſe, was, that her Main- top lay alapg-ſide a Port- 
hole of the Royal William, and did not during the 
Ti ime of my Obſervation, change its Poſition, — 
Whether this may go far enough to prove the 


Points in Queſtion, thoſe , that are better; Sailors 


than myſelf may better judge; they, however, 
led me to be very ſanguine in my ExpeRations of 
your Succeſs ; and I regret very much that your 


| Diſappointments and Misfortunes occaſioned the 


Loſs of that Time and Opportunity which would, 


in all dar, have ſceured it. 
tr! nter SIR. * x if 
2 Your moſt humble Ras f 


RICHMOND WEBB FOSTER 
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| 4 = b 4 f . 
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Copy of, a Letter from, 1 uo. Sour; Eſq; 


„ eclate, High. Sheriff of 1 08 


1160091 51911 Bt ale 116 * 3001 171 ＋ 
36 48 ot ' Boſſington ngtqn, 1 ft. November, 178 83, 
ELIEVE. me, Mr, Tracey, of the, numerous 
DD" Speetators that, your Undenaking invited to 
Spi ine, ng, one Jooked on with more Anxiety, 
no pne heard of y gur Misfortune with, more Cha- 
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rin, eee laments your Failure than 


5 4 "a t tee my ſelf, 


Fe (53) 
myſelf,” who ſcrutinized into, and"bbſerved all 
your Operations with a Degree of Pleaſure and 
Admiration unknown to others. As the Poet 
ſavs, Tis not in Mortals to command Succeſs,” 
but; this I will aver, you deſerved it. "Your £7 
is both rational and philoſophical,” and was in 


great Meaſure vell· executed; your Sweeps de = 


laid down and fixed with judgment, would have 
borne twice the Weight of the Royal George ; 
and your buoyant Powers were equal likewiſe to 
the Taſk of floating her. All this is manifeſt, be- 
cauſe you failed only in not having ſecured a 
| more than ſufficient per of Falls to ſupport the 
Weight for a Continuance. I believe the united 
Strength of your Cables, drawing in ſiogle Lines, 
to have been about one-third more than the Re- 
ſiſlante; whereas they ſhould have been more than 
double, for the different Angles they drew in muſt 
make it next to impoſſible they ſhould all ſtrain 
alike, I too well foreſaw, as I can bring Proof, 
the Calamity e er it happened. 
* Erejoice id bear, that you are likely to under 
take the Buſineſa afreſhiſ If propetly ſupported, 
* the Experience you now Have, there remains. 
not a Doubt of Succeſs.” in ſhe was ;attu 
on float on the Saturday, I'w would'make' N t, 
for I fa che tree aggregate Bbdlet 1 ve 08e | 
ther with one uniform Ready” Matten. But you 
dot knowthe Nature of Cerdage ſ Wel 24 00 
vn have broken many Pounds Worth of the "ba 


* | manufaQtured 
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manufactured Hemp London could produce, with 
dead Weights, and have found what muſt ſtrike 
you as the Caſe, That a Rope, capable of ſuf. 
pending a Ton today, breaks with it if it hangs 
to-morrow ; for; when, by the continued Strain, 
the Elaſticity of it is exhauſted, ſnap it goes. So 
that the Power ought at leaſt to be a Ton and 
half to ſecure the Support of a Ton for a fortnig 
particularly where the Swell of the Sea 9 N 
cauſe the Aflion to be unſteady, x. 

As I ſtil ſuryvey your Prints with ee in 
full Aſſurance that the Buſineſs, in ſome future 
Day, will be effected as there deſcribed, I vill 
deſire you to ſend me the other plain and the co 
loured one, by the Goſport: Coach, to the Bell, at 
Ramſey, where my Servant frequently goes with 
Parcels. to my Son, who is now at the Royal 
Academy, and ſhall; baye a Commiſſion to pay - 
you, what remains, due, for the Prints hen I re- 
.ceive them. I truly, wiſh you ee 5 
Spring, and am, 6) z yiovo Sbam wot 

u Loe ebene „ 31d e figol 261 0 m 

qe „Naur, . 11} no bsyolgms 
THOMAS&SOUTH, 


P.S. Let me defire you to mark in the 


Plan, as nearly as poflibly you: can, 
A way. 


Copy 
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Aru aoutoty SITE E. a 


o of a Leue from Lieut., Epox, o 
his Majeſty's Ship, Goliah. 


Nee 24th January, 1784. Hg 


0 8 1 R; 
"OUR Line of th 13th of this Month I got 
3 to Day, being on Leave of Abſence, 
with the Print you mention, which I am very 4 
much obliged to you for, and will keep it as a 
Remembrance of that great Undertaking you took 
in hand laſt Year. The little Aſſiſtance I could 
poſſibly: be to you, you were very welcome to: 1 
wiſhed it had been in my Power to have been 
more ſo. With regard to the Royal George be- 
ing moved in her Bed, I am well cotwinced ſhe _ 
was ſo; and had the People you employed ex- 
erted themſelves, and the Weather had not prov-. 
ed. ſo bad; I am of Opinion you would have fuc- 
ceeded.Notbing was wanting on your Side. 
You made every Exertions Man could do- 1 
make not the leaſt Doubt but yaw! will ſucceed, if 
employed on that Buſineſs; in the Spring. 
MTU MONT 
alt of 8. IR. 10% 9199b n 1% . 
ns D r e 2 % „el 
WILLIAM EDGE. 


Copy 
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Copy of a Letter from Lieut. Rrov, of 
_ bis Majeſty's Ship Ganges. 

Portſmouth, au February, 1 784. 


4 '} 
$\ 


S. TK. 
1 Acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 
18th of January laſt ; and in Anſwer to which, 
if it will be of any Service to you to know my 
Opinion concerning the weighing of the Royal 
| George, I will give it you truly, becauſe the 
Theory of your Plan, together with ſo much of 
the prafticable Part as lay in your Power, appear- 
ed to me to be founded on Judgment, and worthy 
the Support of every Individual, but particularly 
that of the Officer, who could with a little Atten. 
tion and Trouble to himſelf and Ship's Company, 
be of infinite Service to you and your Under- 
taking. What I have maintained to every Body. 
with whom I have converſed on the Subje& of 
the Royal George, I now mention to you: It is 
my firm Belief, that bad y you, had a ſufficient 
Number of Men. onthe , pot ready to all Calls, 
and under the Order and Diſcipline of Naval 
Officers, alſo co-operating with you, and , on your 
Principles, the Royal George would haye, been 
weighed.,,,, Inſſead of which, during . few / 
Nights that I. was on board the Royal illiam, 
on which, Time, as, 1 W bon; you, you 
ſo 
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ſo chiefly depended, as to call it your laſt Effort, 
and for which Reaſon I attended with ſeventy 
Men, I remarked, that the total Want of Obedi- 
ence, good Order, and Diſcipline; together with 
a Scarcity of Men, was the only Thing, in my 
Opinion, which fruſtrated your grand Undertak- 
ing. I lamented it at that Time, not chiefly on 
your Account, but for public Motives. And I 
do verily believe, that the Royal George was 
moved i in the Bed ſhe lay; and had it been a 
plain Surface, inſtead of the hollow Bed, out of 
Vhich you had to move her, your Attempt, in 
| ſpite of the Want of Diſcipline, &e. before-men- 
_ Honed, would have proved ſuccclſul: 1: 
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of a Letter front Like! Sid x7; of 
ear A 31 th ' e Gcliah.“ "a 8 Yom; 4. 


7 Fo on 75 Golich, 3th, 2. 2 


455 * „ate 1590 O0 30 Nana i 


OUR. Letter, with wie Ace e s re- 
57 85 for ich 1 Letütn! you hy Thanks, 
"As to the tle Afſtance” 4 to 'you ain" that 
very arduous "Undertaking of” uy; you are 
/ welcome 


18 


0 58 ) Y 
welcome to, and T wiſh it had bid in wr Pavers to 
have been more fo, as I am convinced that great 
Auempt only failed for want of proper Officers 
and Men to ſecond your ,unremilting Attention. 
J am well convinced the. Royal George was 
moved, and was very forry when the Gale came 
from the S. E. Had it not come on, I think you 
would have been able to bave moved her into 
ſhoal Water before the Winter Seaſon was too far 
advanced, I have only to add, that ſhould the 
Attempt be made again, I wiſh it may be put in 
your Hands, as 1 am certain, no Perſon would 
pay more Attention, and none, in my Opinion, 
more deſerving; and, with proper Aſſiſtance, I 
doubt not but you will fucceed, 


» > 


I am, 
SIR,. &c. 
3 J. SHORT. 
ST 71 ien 
- ronment . uE 
AN Oe 7 1 H. To 
A L:6 
Copy of a Letter | from Lieut. WHEAT x] | 
WR 9 ; PER Ehen 628 03 Sven 
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of you the gth of Oftober... I could perceive her 
boch to fally and lift ; and, if proper Aſſiſtance had 
been given you, your Purchaſe, in my Opinion, 
muſt have anſwered your Expettations, It was 
very unfortunate the Wind, on the 14th and ,zath, 
blowing ſo intenſely | from the S. E. which occaſi- 
oned ſome of your foremoſt Cables giving Way 
that you ſo much depended upon, and put it, of 
courſe, paſt all Hopes of raiſing her N om 
vere fubftituted. n | 


1 am, 
SIR, &c. K's 
| FRANCIS WHEATLEY. 
Copy of a Letter from Lieut. Wir x, late 
__ of his Majeſty's Ship London. 
"Portſmiuth, 10th Jan. 1784. 
SIR IS es 
Reckived i br Note! of y jelter — 1 "Fond nd 


have to acquaint you," l FRE little Service I 
could;poſhibly rendet to you, on your great At- 
tempt to weigh and recover his Majeſty $ Ship ' 
Royal George, you are welcoie'to. T 9k ; | 
ſhould-have'done'no more than 5 F Duty, ha 
been in my Power co have "dogs uch! — 


r 
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( 60 ) 
As to the Royal George, I am conſcious to 
myſelf of her being on float on the 6th, 8th, and 
gth of October laſt : On thoſe Days, at the high 
Waters, I ſtepped from the Royal William's Gun- 
whale on the head of the Royal George's Maln- 
maſt, where I felt, and perceived a perpetual 
Motion, and, at different Periods, I felt the Royal 
| George to ſtrike on the Ground. I went from 
thence on the Head of the Foremaſt, where I 
ſound the Motion to be much greater, which eon- 
vinced me of her being a-float in her Dock. I 
went on Board ſeveral Times to view your Ope- 
rations, &c. which I think were well founded, but 
our Men wanted to be under more Diſcipline on 


ſuch a heavy Undertaking. I was not on Board 


the Morning it was generally reported that the 
Ships were gone to the Weſtward, but was ſhortly 
after. By my Marks, which I had previouſly 

taken on the Iſle of Wight, found they. were al- 
tered by the Ship's moving ſome little Diſtance to 
the Weſtward, as alſo canted a little to the North- 


ward. I was alfo glad to find you had 38 Feet of- 


your Stern Cables in, which was a convincing 


Proof of her having been moved. I am ſorry 
the Gale ſhould come and increaſe ſo hard from 


the S. E. as I was fully perſuaded, you would: 
have removed the Ship into ſhoal Water, with 
r Aſſiſtance of Men; but you could not 


prope: 
half man your Capſtane ; 137 were too few a 


Number. if Government. would think proper 


— 


to 
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to employ you again in the Spring wich proper 
Otkcers, and a ſufficient Number of Men, make 
no Doubt but you will ſucceed. 

(1 Tam, &. 

GEE THOMAS WHITE. 


£ — ak 3 th - A 


K. 
Copy of a Letter from Lieut. WHITAKER, 
| N er Jan. 10th, 1784... 
S-I R, 

N-the Receipt of your's, of the gth Inſtant, 
ä 1 muſt, in Anſwer thereto, acknowledge, 

that being on board the Royal William on Wed- 
neſday the 8th, and Thurſday the gth of October 
laſt, to view the Operations carrying on by you 
for the recovering his Majeſty's Ship Royal 
George; that on the high Water of theſe Days 
I obſerved the Royal George to be in Motion, 
and on float, and am of Opinion ſhe was moved 
to the Weſtward, ſome ſmall Diſtance from the 
Place where ſhe firſt lay. I am ſorry it came on 
to blow ſo hard, otherwiſe I have no Doubt but 
you might have ſucceeded in your Attempt; and 
if you attempt it again, I bacerely wiſh you SUC- 


tels. 
Iam, 


4. rf > 
JOHN WHITAKER, | 
r in his Majeſtys Navy. 


F Copy 
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Copy. of; a Letter from. Mr. Hvcu Fi- 
cox, late Lieutenant of his Majeſty's 
Ship Bedford, now Engng to his 


Majeſty's Ship NN of 


#1 Ganges, Portſmouth e 10. Feb. 1 784. 


S.I R, | 
Wire your Now came on Board, I was 
on Shore, otherwiſe would have anſwered 
it by the Bearer. I was extremely ſorry, as were 
all, the, Officers of the Ganges, io fee: the Wind 
come; on ſo. foul: ſrom the S. E. on the Saturday, 
1 th October, in the Afternoon, and its continuing 
ſo to do all Night and Sunday. As to the Royal 
George being lively and a-float in her Bed, at the 
high Water, from Monday the 6th of | Ofiober, 
Saturday Noon! i ih Oflober, 1 am very feb 
cotivinced” and poſitive of; and believe to to bare 
been moved forte: fall Dit to the Welt. 
ward; oh” Thurſty the 9th, "when it was generally 
reported the” was" moved. But being denten ö 
Decks, un he Royal Wine, n the” fore Cab. 2 
ſt ſtane; whieticwas entirety Innntd by "the Gade 
Men, and under my command, 12 duld net fe 
by the Land ta porticular Diſtanee; bin this 
meg; bes cel dl, ter traf Flb ding of 
ar arr in,” ieh "moved 1958 Ro 


d $19190 | nn Willlam 
pee 8 


(63) 
William to the Weſtward. I lawent your Fai» 
lure, as I was very ſanguine of your having Suc- 
ceſs; and if you Atteftipþt it again, I have” little 
Doubt of your Succeſs; provided you have pto- 
per Help, and tlie W to n on 
board the Ships. J. 


I am, be. | 
| x 
q) JIT19 W} oh; 41d | M. P a 8 


SN 1101 


Copy of 4 Letter from Mr. Wit. Prbhr; 
late Lieutenant of his Majeſty's Ship 


tee | 


gp R, : _ 
Ie; your Note: in "Avfeer, to which, 1 
17 81 happy to have it in my Power. to certify, 
f neceſſary, that on my being ſent from the Co- 
lh on Sugday the gh Nay of QQober aſt, when, 
abou, high. Water, I moſt diſtiaQly, obſervad the. 
Royal George,to mqye, and ſwaddle in her Dock 
or Bed. os that on Thurſday. the.gth of Octo 
het following, d id more diltinfly ſee the Ry al 
George;on. float, ar liycly, in ber Dock. Arten. 
Nieht en aer the Jib-hoow, and fame | 
Officer get on the Boom, but could not keep his 
Seat the, jumped fo hard. I verily believe you 


F 2 moved 


| Goliah, "oth. Feb. 784. 


( 64 ) 


moved her in ſome Degree to the Weſtward. — 
I was very unhappy, as were all our Officers, to 
Tee the Wind come on fo freſh at S. E. when you 
were ſo precariouſly ſituated, I think it a thcu- 
ſand Pities you had not the Men to lay on Board 
a few Nights before, to have hove your Purc 
ſes down at the Morning Low Water, as I think 
there would have been but little Doubt of hav- 
ing moved the Ship. I wiſtr you every SorerRt, 
_adfine Wender ſor your next Auempt, 
And am, &&. i; 11; 
WILLIAM enn. 
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In 


15 Addition to RY preceding Teſtimonies in my 
Favour, I flatter myſelf I ſhall be pardoned 
for mentioning the following Circumſtance, as a 
further Proof of my having actually meved the 
Royal George: The Fact can, if neceſſary, be 
atteſted by reſpectable Evidence. The Abilities 
of the Gentleman I allude to, in his Profeſſion, are 
unqueſtionable, and, in the preſent Caſe, his Vera- 
city will hardly be doubted, | 

When it was known the Royal George was 
moved, it conſequently became the general To- 
pic of Converſation. At one of them, Mr. Gil- 
bert was heard to declare, he had taken particular 
Marks to bear with one of the Maſts of the Royal 
George, and by his ſubſequent Obſervations, he 
ſaid, he was convinced ſhe had been moved fifteen 
or ſixteen Feet to the Weſtward, as far as he. 
could judge, by the Diſtance, which was pak 
four Miles, 

On receiving ſo agreeable an [formation "_ 
ſuch a Quarter, I' took the earlieſt Opportunity 
of waiting on Mr, Gilbert, and accoſted him in 
the Dock-yard. I enquired of him, if he had 
taken Marks, and was ſenſible of the Ship's being 

3 F 3 : moved 
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moved: He anfwered me, he had, in the Manger 
above related; and candidly, acknowledged the 
fame before. two Captains of a Man of Wat, 404 


ſeveral other Gentlemen,  _ 

A few Days after my Failure, Admiral Pigat, 
one of the Lords of the Admiralty, came down to 
ſee the State in which the Royal George lay, I 
had wrote tothe Right Honourable, Beard. on the 
24th and 16th of - QQober.* Before I had an 
Opportunity of receiving an Anſwer, Mr, Gilbert, 
ſorry am I to ſay it, not only depriyed-me- of the 
Advantage of the ; Poſition of the Ships; but ſent 
2 Number of Officers and Men to caſt off; the 


Cables, Geer, &c: which was done in ſuch Confu- 


ſion as put it paſt my Power to take up the maſt 
valuable Part of his Majeſty's Stores, the Cables, 
Chains,. &c. Ol theſe I had taken the molt par- 
ticular Care, and had the Precaution of keeping 
@ proper marked Tally to each Cables End, by 
which Means I gould have taken them up one aſier 
anothex. as. I had put them dawn, and placed them 
in my Operations. Thus I ſhould have ſaved Go- 
vernment ſome, thouſands of Pounds, which were 
loſt hy a /wapton., AQ, not more. Aetrimental, to 
ne Public than oppreſſiwe io an Individual. 
As I have already. obſerved,. a yery few Days 
ns, Mr, Gilbert had thus publicly declated his 
g1m9334. woisrattlo as m ad bib 10n Certainly 


BY om 264111 Then, ytiidacorgmi os av01q or 


N Y Sit 9; mos ig,,“ u ol 101 oldMogny 
"WEIR _ ® See Letters Nen XIV. XV. 


"OW 3 
certainty of the Royal George being moved, I 
vas ordered by Admiral Pigot to meet him at 
Spithead, in order to ſee the State and Condition 
of the Royal George. The Admiral was accom- 
panied by Mr. Gilbert and Mr. Moſely, the two 
Maſter- attendants. On having viewed the Wreck, 
the Admiral aſked me many Queſtions, reſpecting 
the Ship 'being moved, and the Practicability of 
railing her, Kc. My Anſwers were according 10 
the ſtritteſt Truth. Among other Authorities, I 
mentioned that of Mr. Gilbert, and to him I re- 
ſerred the Admiral for Information. That Gen- 
tleman, however, refuſed me, in this Reſpett, com- 
mon juſtiee; for,” inſtead of giving a poſitive 
Anſwer, he made equivocal Evefians; by afſerting; 
in the general, that my Plan was inadequate to the 
Putpoſe ; that, ſuppoſing I had got her away; 1 
could not carry her in Shore; that poſſibly his 
Marks were altered by the Royal William and 
Diligente being hove to the Weſtward, and dhe 
Royal George left behind, with many other Re- 
fleQions unjuſt and uncharitable ; Reſſecions I hy 
Do Means deſerved, and which” could ſet we 
Purpoſe but that of prejudieing the 'Admital'a. 
gainſt me. I told himſelf, plaioly; is Aſperſions 


were uncandid and untrue” But againſt” Mr. 
Mofely 1 do not reſlect: he ſpoke nothing to my 


diſpraiſe, nor did he make an oſtentatious Attempt 
to prove an Improbability,—for it was morally 


impoſſible for the two Ships to move to the Weſt- 
E VVvard 


=, 


(68). 
ward without the Royal George, in the Manner all 
were hove and ſecured into one Body. Let me 
all any reaſonable Perſon, who knew the Situa- 
tion in which the Ships were, if there was the leaſt 
Shadow of Poſſibility that be Royal Georgecould 
' be left behind ? Will Mr. Gilbert affert ſeriouſly 
the contrary?" No: nor can he deny,” that on 
Thurſday the gth of October, when on the Quar- 
ter-deck of the Royal William, an Hour or more 
before high Water, he then perceived the Royal 
George was lively and off the Ground, and aftu- 
ally ſaid ſo to me.—* I believe,” ſays Mr. Gil- 
bert, „you will get her away; but I would ad- 
viſe you not to attempt getting her a. ſhore to 
the Northward, but to carry her down, out of 
the Anchorage Ground, in the deep Water of 
* Stoke's Bay, and leave her there. He was certain 
Government would be well ſatisfied 'with my 
Conduct, and would amply reward me. — He 
added a deal more to the ſame Purport. I then 
 oblervetits him, that I had Anchors and Cables 
ready arranged; that the Truelove was loaded 
with ſeveral fixteen-inch Cables for the Purpoſe, 
and I ſhould endeavour to get the Royal George 
in on the Hoſpital Shore. He then ſaid, 4 
= wanted any Thing from the Yard I ſhould have 
it; but he never realized his friendly Pro- 
a * | TN Kae | 
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feſſions. . This Offer was made on the Thurſday 
preceding that Saturday, when the Gale unfortu- 
nately happened. The next Intelligence L had of 
his good Intentions towards me, and to his Country's 
Intereſt, was, his ſending, whey in the midſt of, my 
extreme Diſtreſs and Danger, a Veſſel, and taking 
away from me the twenty Riggers and four Boat- 
ſwaines, at a Moment's Warning. I have already 
remarked, this was the only Albtayce: I bad irom 
his Department. , 

I could recount many — diſtreſſing oy ag- 
gravating Circumſtances ; but, I preſume, ſuffi- 
cient Proof has already been given of-Mr. Gil- 
bert's baving abuſed the Power with which he was 
entruſted, Had he had private Views to gratify, 
his extraordinary Conduct might be accounted for; 
but as it is, no Ingenuity can deviſe the Moti ves 
by which he was attuated, nor the molt Benevo- 
lent frame an Apology for a Man who has thus be- 
trayed the Confidence of his Country, and occa- 
Loned the Rain of a an e bis T 2 
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1 ray | 4c: 
| No. I. 
Copy of a Letter to Lord Viſcount 
KEPYEL., . 
Sept. 1788, 
Ke My Loa p. 17 Fits? 134 45 10 180 IC 


H AVING this Day a on the Navy 
Board, thinking it the proper Place to ap- 
ply, and meeting the Approbation of Commiſli 
Hund, who adviſed me to wait on your der 
to give in a Plan of my Invention, in order, ſhculd 
it meet yout” Lordſhip's Ap probation, to weigh 
HOTI-Y p ile abit Ship, the Royal 
George, in | heb State; and relying on your 
Lordſhipꝰ 'Goodfiefs in big my Plan an equal 
Privilege of being examined into, with othersthat 
I find have been laid before your Lordſhip for 
"ups; and though, my Lord, it might 
ſeem 


„ *. e 


— 


(27+) 
ſeem ſimple in ſome Reſpetts, I could venture 
my Life, with Safety; on the Event of getting her 
vp; and as I would not deſire a Farthing for my 
"Trouble in arranging every Thing neceſſary for 
getting her up, unleſs it fully ſucceeded ; and as 
the Expence would be very trifling, except Men, 
which would be but little, as Ship's Men would 
be the moſt proper People to aſſiſt in weighing 
ber, 
by: I remain, 
My Lord, 

— Your Lordſhip's, &c. &e. 

| WILLIAM TRACEY. 
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No. II. 
Copy of. a Letter from the Navy BoAxp. 
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1 Navy Beard, a Jan 515 
Mr, TxrAcEy, 2-0 8 y 
E deſire you will attend 1 us here: on rueſ 
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158 541-0 %. LH 
$7 deg aan TT ENT, 
Copy of a Letter from the Navy Board. 


| - Navy Mee. 21/t May, 178g. 
' Mr. kr; *4 71 
W. have received your Letter of yeſterday's 
Date, and for the Reaſons you have given, 
we have ordered Portſmouth Officers to let you 
have the Diligente and Royal William, inſtead-of 
the Dragon and eng to raiſe the Royal 
George. | 
We ſare, 5 
| \ Your affeftionate Friends, To 
CHARLES MIDDLETON, 
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ASS ee . 
Copy a ha-Letter From che Nav v | Boar. 
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aſt, and e e zu, "that" we Have fein 
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but we cannot put a Step to carrying on the Ser- 
vice of the Port to aſſiſt you. 
We are, 
Your affeftionate Friends, 
CHARLES MIDDLETON, 


J. WILLIIAus. 
GEORGE MARSH. 
| No. V. SR 
Copy: ---To the COMMISSIONERS of the 
Navy. 


Portſmouth, agth June, 178g. 
GENTLEMEN, 

1 A M ſorry to be under the real Neceſſity of 
troubling the Honourable Board again; but, 
having the Honour to acquaint you, that I have, 
with great Trouble and Expence, fitted the Royal 
William and Diligente, for the Purpoſe of attempt- 
ing to weigh the Royal George; Hafe mooret at 
Spithead ; and having hkeyiſe prepared and got 
all the Purchaſe Cables and Tackle fixed regdy to 
lay down round the Wreck, and early "al the 
Stores and Rafts, and ever 7 Thing vecefary 91 e 
Purpoſe at.Spithead ; 3, and having about two hun: 
dred Men that I cannot keep emp played. e N 

tage, for Want of ſowe Purct | effets"r 
me in fixing the Tackle round the Wreck bs 
heaving 


(#4) 
heavinig+ the Purchafes taught, I therefore moſt 


humbly pray; that your Honourable Board will be 
pleaſed to order me the Uſe of two of the unrigged 
mooring Lighters, with Capſtanes, for a few Days, 
ax it is entirely Impoſſible for me to proceed on 
the Undertaking without ſuch Aſſiſtance ; and as 
it is like wife impoſſible for me to hire ſuch Craft, 
there being none of the Kind at Portſmouth, but 
thoſe belonging to his Majeſty, moſt humbly traſt” 
the Honourable Board will take it into Confider- 
ation and grant my real necefſitous Requeſt: 1 5 
ha tethe Honourable Commiſſioner and Maſter- 
attendants leave to acquaint the Honourable 
Board of my Diſtreſs. Thoſe Veſſels, the Maſ- 
ter- attendant, Mr. Gilbert, ſays, are cbiefly now 
employed in getting the Stores out of the Ships 
going to be paid off; and had not my Lord 
Hood's Fleet arrived at this Juncture, the Maſter- 
attendant had promiſed to ſet me have two tact 
Veſſels ſor the above Purpoſe ; but now he ſays, 
he cannot, without an Order from the Honoutable 


Nayy Board, aß Ahex are, wanted -j9 nE Stores” 


on Shore, andto take up the Ship's Anchors, &c. 


&c; 3 take the farther" Liberty to * 75 the 
Honourable Board, that I have ſlung t 1255 

that was ſüiik long fide the” Royal &eof ve 72 
Time ſhe ent don, büt J e 


able to weigh her up vt cheat ile Afffflaneg “ 


Lightere 2nd, ar dhe Stop iow 88. it e 10 5 


| =" Power to H the Purthaſe Cables to the Royal 
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George, till the Sloop is taken out of the Way, 
which Jam certain of doing, as ſoon as I have a. 
Lighter or two; I flatter myſelf. of being able to 
acquaint the Honourable Board of having every 

Thing entirely fixed and ready for Trial in about 
a Fortniglu, when I farther hope, on the Day of 

Trial, that the Honourable Board will be pleaſed. 
to order me the Aſſiſtance of Men for that Day, 
from his Majeſty's Ships and Ordinary, &c. and 
as I have ſpared no Expence in making the moſt 

eſlential Preparations for the Purpoſe, moſt hum- 
Bly hope ftill to meet the Honourable Board's 
Countenance and Pardon for this Hanne 


And am, 1604 
W Gee bal 1-1 
zdide 901 10 10 laue moſt bumble Servant, 
0.1 vin $01 Fg it TRACEY, | 
1&1) 005 06 91M (13 48 59915 
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vl on won oi 2v00s 51 JOL £19415 v 
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N e every poflibie Means! in my Foyer 
ee lly to prepare every Thingin Readiach, to 
5 Attempt to weigh the Royal George, which | 
: would, haye been nearly ready for the Auemꝑt by 
N this 
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this Time, had I been fo fortunate as to have been 
ſupplied with Lighters to have laid down and hove 
taught the Purchaſe Cables round the Wrecks, as 
they have been ready to lay down theſe twelve Days 
paſt; and by which I have not been able to em- 
ploy my People to Advantage, although I am 
. obliged to pay and viftual them at a heavy Ex- 
pence, as I hire them by the Menth, and pay them 
weekly; and, after making Application to the 
Navy Board for two Lighters only, the Navy 
Board ſent Orders to the Officers at Pertſmouth, 
to give me what Aſſiſtance they could, conſiſtent 
with the Service, as I was told; but I could not 
obtain but one, which is not ſufficient for ſo heavy 
a Work; and I cannot, with Safety to the Under- 
taking, proceed without one more unrigged moor- 
ing Lightef, as thefe is no Poſſibility cf hiring 
any ſuch Kind of Veſſels here; that I pray their 
Lordſhips Tnterpoſition in my F a0 bur, as J have 
been at a Cery enormons Expense in rigging and 
fiiuing out the Royal William and Diligenie, and 
making the other neteſſary Preparations, Kc. and 
I am l zn GPs eum che Aiſiftance of # Ligh-. 
ter pr ty mort, t6 Have all Things ready by the - 
next Spring Tides, Weather permitting, to make 
the Operation; that I farther beg their, Lordfhjps 
Indulgence, of granting my Brother, Mr. Thomaz 
White, one of the'Lieutenants on board the Lon- 
don, ſhould it be tonfiftent with the Service, Leave 
io be at Portſmcuth at the Time to aſſiſt me, he... 
833 i having 5 


(77) 
having offered his Services ; and is a Perſoh of 
Abilities, and in whom I can place a Confidence, 
it will be cf eſſential Service to me. I am, Sir, beg- 
ging your's and their Lotdſhips Indulgence and 
Condeſcenſion, in granting my real Neceſlities, 
Your moſt obedient, &c. 
WILLIAM TRACEY. 
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Copy of a Letter from PIB ir STE- 
PHENS, Eſq; 


Admiralty Office 805 EN 98 * 


Mr. WILLIAM — 85 | 
He read to my Lords W 
of the Admiraky your Letter of the 5th 
Inſtant, ſetting forth your Want of the Aſſiſtance 
of another Lightef, in your — to caiſe che 


Royal George: A * to e that their 
e our ſaid. & Jy Navy 
Board, they — give ſuch — Diredions | 


as to them ſhall appear neceſſary. 


am, 
Fi 


SIR, 
4 A | Your bumble Servant, 
n Ba 
K PH. STEPHEN 8. 


0 K Copy 


( 78) 


No. VIII. 


Copy of a Letter to PIII STEPHENS, Eſq; 


Portſmouth, 24th Aug. 1783. 

81 R. 
. 122 it a Duty incumbent on me to ac- 
quaint you, for their Lordſhips Information, 
that T had moſt effeAuaiMty ſecured all the Cables 
round the Royal George, in their proper Places, 
and that the Ships, aud every Preparation, are 
ready for the Attempt to weigh her; and that, 
Weather permitting, 1 hope to make Trial the 
latter End of next Week.” And, at the ſame Time, 
to ſolicit their Lordfhips. Indulgence of giving 
Admiral Montagu Leave to let me have the 


Aſſiſtance of Seamen from the Ships at Spithead | 
for that Purpoſe, being welF informed, that the | 


Admiral and 2 wing te alt 8 
Hun . 
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No. IX. 


Copy of a Letter to the ConmisSIONERS 
of the Navy. 


\ Þ Portſmouth, 24th Aug. 1783. 


_ Honourable Gentlemen, 

TAKE the earlieſt Opportunity to acquaint. 

your Honourable Board, that all the Cables 
are effeQually, ſecured in their proper Places 
round the Bottom of the Royal George ; and that 
the Ships and all other Preparations are ready to 
raiſe her, Weather permitting, this Week; and 
as I have been at an immenſe Trouble, and Ex- 
pence, beyond what I ever could have expeRted, 
moſt humbly truſt to meet your Honagrs. Appro- 
bation and Aſſiſtance with Men for the Trial. 
Admiral Montagu's Officers came off to me, and 
acquainted me, the Admiral wiſhed to give me 
ſome Aſſiſtance from the Ships at Spithead, pro- 
vided he had an Order for the ſame; and that I 
ſhould acquaint your Honourable and the Admi- 
ralty Boards, which I hope will meet your Ho- 
nours Approbation, as the Ships at Spithead are 6 
ſo handy to work. 

And am, 
Honourable Gentlemen, 
. Your, &c, 

A. + | WILLIAM TRACEY. , 


G 2 7 Copy 
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No. X. 


Copy of a Letter from PRIIIT STE“ 
PHENS, Eſq; 


| Admiralty Office, 25th Aug. 1783. 
Mr. Tracry, 
I HAVE communicated to my Lords Commiſ- 

ſioners of the Admiralty your Letter of yeſter- 
day's Date, requeſting, as every Preparation is 
ready to make the Attempt to weigh the Royal 
George, that you may have the Aſſiſtance of ſome 
Seamen from the Ships at Spithead. I am com- 
manded by their Lordſhips to acquaint you, that 
they have ſent your ſaid Letter to Admiral Mon- 
tagu, and have given him Permiſſion to comply 
with your Requeſt, if he has no Objection there- 
tO. 1 19 | Ci, 

| I am, &c. A 
— PH. STEPHENS. 


8 —— 
_— — 


—— 


| | No. xl. 
Copy of a Letter from the Navy BOARD. 

Navy Office, 25th Aug. 178 . 
Mr. Tracey, | 


| by Anſwer to your Letter, of yeſterday, we 
acquaint you, we have ſubmitted to the Lofds 


| of the Admiralty, whether Admiral Montagu may 
| not 


681) 


not be diredted to aſſiſt you with what Men can 
be ſpared from the Ships at Spithead and Portſ- 
mouth, 
And are, 
Your affe&ionate Friends, 
CHARLES MIDDLETON, 
J. WILLIAMS, 
GEORGE MARSH. 


No. XII. 


dad 


Copy. Memorandum from Mr. Gi LBERT, 

Maſter-attendant. C.. 

# Lig Jon 

HE Mafter-attendant cenie Tracey, 

that he has Directions from the Commiſ- 

ſioners to lend him twenty Riggers and four Boat- 

ſwaines, on the Day he ſhall make an Attempt to 

weigh the Royal George; therefore, requeſts he 

will ſend for them on that Day, as. they will be 

kept in Readineſs for that Purpoſe. _ 

| | J. GILBERT. 
15 POR! 178974) mort 151151 & io 
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No. XIII. 


Copy of a Letter to COMMISSIONER 


MARTIN. 


| Royal William, Spithead, 12th OR. 1783. 


SIR, ; | 

T HE Maſter-attendant having ſent a Veſſel, 

and taken away the Riggers and Boatſwaines, 
and as to-morrow we mean, if Weather permits, to 
heave all down at low Water, and to ſtart the Salt 
Water, in Order to heave the Royal George over 
the Bank of ber Dock, and as at that Time it will 
be almoſt impoſſible to do without them, hope you 
will be pleaſed to let them, or if more agreeable, 
to let one cf the mooring Gangs come off this 
Evening, to, be in Readineſs at five o'Clock to- 


morrow Morning, as the Seamen are ordered by 
the Admiral to attend at that Time. | 


I am orry to in orm you, that the Lighters 


"> +8 4 33 47. BK d 
which had two Cables to each of them to weigh 
5 7 9 1s; eee 3171900. n 11 
on the Royal George, one a-head, the other a-ſtern, 


by the great Sez f occaſioned by the Wind blowing 
hard from the S. E. the oldeſt, which was in a very 
rotten Condition, and after uſing every Means, in 
our Power, ſunk to the Southward of us; the other 
we had the good Luck to get on Shore near the | 
Kicker Point, having ſtarted 2 Butt under a Ri- 
der, which we cut away, but could not ſtop the 
Er . 
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Leak, ſhe ſtruck againſt the Top of the Boltſprit, 
endeavouring to get her clear of the Ship. Hope 
you will excuſe my not waiting on you, as I can- 
not leave the Ship in my preſent Situation, 
And am, 
With due Reſpett, &c. 
WILLIAM TRACEY. 


21 ———— 
ä 
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No. XIV. 
Copyof a Letter to PIII STEPHENS, Eſq; 


Oct. 14, 1783. 
SIX, 

Pra ASE to acquaint my Lords ci r. 
of the Admiralty, that I had compleated the 
Preparations for the weighing the Royal George, 
and had properly moored the Ships along: ſide for 
that Purpoſe, got all the Purchaſe Cables into their 
proper Places, and hove on them ſc as to bear 
alike ; when, on Sunday the 5th Inſtant, it blowed 
freſh from the S. W. The Royal George was, 
at High Water, obſerved to be in Motion, and 
appeared to be a-float in the Dock ſhe lay in.— 
When the Weather became more moderate, I 
began to heave and ſtrain the Cables to get the 
Stretch out of them. The Tides falling out late, 
1 could only take the Advantage of the Night's 
high Water, which I thought dangerous; but at 
G4. the 


( 34 ) 
the different Heavings, hove her a-ſtern about ſix 
Fathoms, ſo as to bring the under Part of the Cap 
of the Boltſprit entirely out of Water. At low 
Water alſo, the two Travellers which were on the 
- Jib-boom, and which had, never fince ſhe ſunk, 
been perceived fo high out of the Water. As the 
higheſt Tide was expected on Sunday laſt, I 
thought to have made the great Attempt, and ſtart 
all the Water that was ih Caſk, and ule every 
Means to heave her over the Bank, clear out of 
her Dock, which I made no Doubt of effetting ; 
but, unfortunately, on Saturday Afternoon, it 
came on to blow hard from the S. E. which hove 
in a great Sea, ſtill increaſing in the Night, and 
then continued blowing hard all Sunday. The 
Royal William was in Danger of carrying away 
the Maſt of the Royal George, and geiting on the 
Wreck; but, by every Exertion in my Pover, 
thank God, all remained ſafe, except the break- 
ing of ſix dependent Cables forward, three in the 
Royal William, the ſame Number inthe Diligente, 
alſo 4 fourteen-inch Cables, that the two mooring 
Lighters 1 were moored 10. I had alſo the Misfor- 
tune to loſe one of them, which was very old, and 
| in a rotten State; the other, with Difficulty, I got 
got fale a-ſhore in Sioke's Bay, in the Night, 
and have lines got her aſe i into the Harbour, wih 
the Stores $ that w were in her, As it was impoſſible 
to ubfihte the 12 brok e, ig be jn readineſs 
br for theſe Spring des I chought it moſt prudent 
; to 
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to uſe every Effort to weigh the Ship wich che re- 
maining Cables, and had appointed to heave both 
Ships taught down, at low Water, on Monday 
Morning at five o'Clock, and ſtart the Water, &c. 
at four o'Elock. I made the Signal for that Pur- 
poſe, with three Lights at the Enſign Staff, and for 
the Aſſiſtance of a Number of Seamen ; but, un- 
fortunately, ſome of them did not come on Board 
till ſix o'Clock, and ſome not till nine or ten, and 
.then the total Number of Seamen at laſt, that were 
on Board from the different Ships, were only 137, 
to man the two Capſtanes in each Ship, 20 Rig- 
gers, and 12 Caulkers from the Dock- yard, exclu- 
five of my own People; and with that little Aſſiſ- 
tance hove all down in the beſt Manner in my 
Power, and ſtarted the Water to the Quantity of 
ſeven or eight hundred Tons. Sometime before 
high Water, perceived the Royal George to be 
a-float forward, and ſhe remained ſo for a conſi- 
derable Time, till two other Cables broke on board 
the Diligente, one on the Larboard Bow, the other 
in the Starboard Gun-room Port, which made the 
Royal George ſettle down again in her Dock, and 
put it paſt Hope of again moving her till three 
Pairs of Sweeps are laid down, to ſubſtitnte thoſe 
| that are broke, which could be effected in the 
Courſe of ten or twelve Days, Weather permit- 
ing, and with proper Aſſiſtance, as the Ships and 
Stages, with Caſks and other Apparatus, are on 
the Spot, which I could chearfully undertake to 
i effect. 
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| effect. Except the hindrance of Weather, I have 
| not, nar is there a Doubt of weighing the Ship, 1 
| am under the -diſtrefſed Situation of acquainting 
their Lordſhips, that it is not in my Power to be 

at that very heavy Expence, having already ad- 

vanced above goool. and thereby greatly diſtreſſed 

my ſelf and Friends, who have ſupported me thro' 


this long and heavy Undertaking. And let me al- 

ſure their Lordſhips, but for a few Enemies, the 

railing the Ship would have been effected two 

Months ago; and as I have moſt ſtrialy perform- 

ed fo far what I undertook, even to put it out of 

the Power of my Enemies to deny, by bringing 

my Cables and other Apparatus to bear in their 

prgper Places, for every Thing having holden 

faſt and ſecure below, nothing in the-leaſt having 

| given Way, for every Thing broke far above the 

| | Royal George's Bottom, therefore I intreat their 

| | Lordſhips will be pleaſed to conſider the Accident 

as an At of Providence, and owing to the Storm 

| coming on ſo critical at the Moment all was ready 
| forthe Puſh, and not to any Imprudence or Neg- 
let of mine, I truſt their Lordſhips will take my 
| hard Caſe into their Conſideration, and order me 
Cables to replace thoſe that are broke, Craft: and 
Sieamen to work and remain on Board the two 
Ships, under the Direction of two Lieutenants, 
vithvidtualling for the ſame, and what other Arti- 
cles may be found neceſſary to aſſiſt; and then 1 

Jhall not have the leaſt Doubt of raiſing the Ship 

144 the 


(687 
next Spring Tides, notwithſtanding the advanced 


Seaſon, Weather permitting, and thereby of con- 
vincing ?} Mankind that this Country's Power in 


Maritime Affairs exceeds the whole World. 
I again beg to repeat, that there 1s not a Doubt of 
my Succeſs, if their Lordſhips will be ſo kind as 
to give me a helping Hand. I refer their Lord- 
ſhips to the Admiral and Commiſſioner for my 
Condutt and Attention, &c. during the arduous 
Undertaking, and to whom I acknowledge the 
greateſt Obligations for the Kindneſs and Services 
they have at all Times done me, 
And am, 
Your moſt obedient Servant, &c. 
WILLIAM TRACEY. 


No. 2”. 
Copy of 2 Letter to Tanner mes! PHENS, Eſq; 


5 164 0a. «788, 
8 J 8 | 
LEASE dana chdie ir Lordſhips, in Addi 
tion of my laſt of the 14th Inſtant, if chey will 


indulge me with 400 Men, and victuat the fame, 
and appoint two commiſſioned Officers, one in 
each Ship, to hoiſt a Pendant, chat the Men may 
be under proper Diſcipline; and; upon the grand 

| Day 
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Day of Trial, order as many Men as may be 
found neceſſary to aſſiſt.—(if 1 am ſucceſsful, 
will have no Objettion to ſettle with Government 
for the Wages and Vittuals), I will undertake, 
and am certain to raiſe the Royal George ; this 
there cannot be a. Doubt of, as ſhe was attually 
raiſed from the Ground, and is now upright. 
I am, &c. 
WILLIAM TRACEY. 


— ai. — 
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No. XVI. 
Copy of a Letter to the Navy BOARD. 


Portſmouth, 22d Oct. 1783. 

GENTLEMEN, 
M. Y great Diſtreſs and Diſappointments, after 
actually raiſing the Royal George from the 
Ground, and moying ber a-head above 3o Feet, 
by the Storms coming on ſo critically a few Hours 
before 1i intended making the grand Effort, vil, 
1 bope, p ad my Excuſe for. not wes your 
| ir e Board Tooner, eſpecially as, 1 was af. 
ſured you ould immediately be 121 acquainted 
with the Contents of what 1 wrote t the Ad- 
miralty. I will, God willing, raiſe her, and TE 
her a_Shore 1 in t l e Spring, of which there cannot 
be à Doubt; and, I truſt, the Admiralty Board 
r will 


( 8g ) 
will aſſiſt me with the Men I require; and when 
the Time comes for the Puſh, order me Boats, and 
a Number of Men, from the Ships ip the Harbour, 
and thereby enable me to ſhow, this Kingdom can 
do more ia Maritime Affairs than all the World. 
I am, &c. 
WILLIAM TRACEY. 
P.S. Admiral Pigot has been down to view 
the Royal George, and has ordered me to 
"attend, which I ſhall immediately do when 
the Diligente comes into Harbour and I have 
properly ſecured his Majeſty's Stores. 


— . 
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Copy of a Letter from PyiLie STx- 
PHENS, Eſq; | 
Admiralty Office, 24th 08. 1783. 


SIR, 

Y Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty 

having ſent to the Navy Board your two 
Letters of the 1 41h and 17th Inſtant, reſpettiug the 
Royal George, with Directions to take the ſame 
into their Conſideration, and to Diſcourſe with you 
upon the Subject Matter thereof ;. 1 am com- 
manded by their Lordſhips to a ac yaint you there. 
27 and to deſire you will tend the Navy] Board 
for th that Purpoſe. LEY 


' DAG 
101 no 949 ors 3 35 Werkrii Ns. 
e e ends ZENS. 
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No. XVIII. 
Copy of a Letter from Admiral MonTacu. 


| Queen, 8 Oct. 178g. 

Mr. Tracey, | 

. M. Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty 
151 having deſired me to acquaint them of the 

Progreſs you have made in weighing the Royal 

George ſince her floating, I am to defire you will 

acquaint me in Writing thereof, and inform me 

every Morning of the Progreſs you made the pre- 


ceding Day. ry 
I am, 
SIR, &c. 
J. MONTAGU. . 
n IP 1 
No. xIx. 14k: ee 


Copy of a Letter from Admiral MonTacv. 
THIS.” 118 Queen, 11th Of. 178g. 5 
Mr. FuaAczr, bet 10% A nya! Jo #2497 

gue am to defire' you will fend me, by the 

Bearer, for the Information of the King, the- 

Progreſs you have made in the laſt twenty- four 
Hours, in weighing the Royal George, without the 
leaſt Exaggeration, as I am informed by ſevefal 
Captains vho have attended to this' Setvice, that 
o, you 


| o 
(9) 
you have repreſented your having made much 
greater * in this Buſineſs chan is 2 
true. 
In future, I deſire you to ſend a r every 
Day by Noon. 
And am, &c. 
J. MONTAGU. 
I would adviſe your nd" good Uſe of youy 
Time, as moſt of the Ships will fail next Week. 


—— 
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No. XX. | 
Copy of a Letter to Admiral MonTacv. 


Royal . Spithead, 11th Od. 1783. 

S I R, 
7 anſwer to your's of this Date, I take the Li- 
berty to acquaint ycu, that my Progreſs in 
weighing the Royal George, for the laſt twenty- 
four Hours, was in ſubſtituting a Cable to bear on 
the Starboard Bow of the Royal George, in the 
room of the Royal George's beſt Bower Cable, 
which, by laying ſo long under Water, and being 
> expoſed. to the Sun, &c. this Summer, proved 
rotten, which I effected; and in heaving the Pur- 
chaſes at low Water on all the Cables in the Royab 
William and Diligente ; and in fixing che long 
Stage and laſhing Caſks on it, to bear over the 
Wreck. Attended the. high Water. yeſterday | 
| Noon, 


* 


Noon, laſt Night, and this Noon, and have hove 


the Royal George by two 74 Bower Anchors a- 


head in the Hole, about thirty-ſix Feet, and her 


Head more to the Southward; and ſhe appears, at 
low Water, by the Boliſprit End, to be higher out 
of Water than ſhe has ever been ſince ſhe ſunk.—1 
am now flitting all the Purchaſes ready to heave 


the Ships down, to-morrow Morning, at low Water, 


Weather permitting; and ſhifting a Cable to bear 
where the Cable broke laſt Night, that was cut by 
ſome. Tron about her Stern; and am in great 


Hopes to clear ber entirely out of her Dock to- 
morrow's Tide. Muſt hope the Admiral will re. 


ſerve cenſuring a Conduct, as it can anſwer no 


good Ends my exaggerating any Thing; and as 


I cannot do an Thing of this arduous Taſk in 


Private, I cannot belp what People will ſay of me. 


I wall acquaint- the Admiral of my further Proceed- 
ings, as n much as my preſent Situation will admit, 


iin * Th ik am, PE TEL - Jer Brits, 


wr ning e, 6 With due Reſpet, & 
0+ t mein due I WILLIAM Aa cken 
TR wm. - + 12 11 5 83 5 A. ct: 5 
Deen NA e 1911 141734 * 
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either to the- Admiaty or Navy, or did) k write on that Gh. 


e Laneng herein, coptsined, and the Falls, 
W ee 
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| No. XXI. 5 TEST 
Copy ofa Letter to PIII STEPHENS, Eſq; 
Portfmouth, 19th March, 1784. | 
STR, 
PON the 16th Oftober and 26th November 
laſt, I had the Honour of tranſmitting you a 
Letter, with 14 Affidavits, of the Royal George 
being actually moved from the Ground, and mo- 
ved a-bead thirty Feet, (Copies herein) and which 
I flattered myſelf would not have left a Doube 
with their Lordſhips and the Honowrable Navy 
Board of the Fatt. But I am more than unhappy 
to find, that Orders have been ſent down froth the 
Honourable Navy Board to the Officers at Portſ- 
mouth, to demand from me an immediate Return 
of the Stores delivered for the Trial of raifing the 
above Ship, as by Copy of their Letters incloſed, 
and my Anſwers, from which it appears, that after 
ſinking the whole, as I may ſay, of my private 
Fortune in the public Service, and actually mo- 
ving the Royal George from her Bed, and ſhould 
have carried her where ſhe would have been ſafe 
and wel, had it not been far the Will. of the Al- 
mighty in bringing on a violent Storm, at the Ins 
fant, I may ſay; of the grand Trial taking Places; 
I was alſo given to hope 1 ſhould” have bad as 
many Men as I wanted at that Time, whereas, in- 
ſtead of 600 Men, or more, I received from the 
; H Dock- 


(94) 


Dock-yard 36, and from the Men of War but 1g7in 
all; and that, Hours aſter the Time for the grand 
Puſh. Added io this, when I applied early laſt Sum- 
mer 0 the proper Officers fcr two Lighters to aſſiſt 
in letting down the Cables to ſweep and cradle the 
Royal George, I was actually amuſed and refuſed 
he ſame, and loſt, from one Month to ſiæ W eeks 
of the beft, of the Seaſon, . for. want thereof, altho 
they were not in Service, and having expoſtulated, 
all in my Power, that without them I could not 
poſſibly proceed. Theſe are real Fafts, which. I 
cannot avoid laying; before. heir Lordſhips, 10 
ſhew them the Difficulties I encountered with, and 
yet I ſhould have ſucceeded without any the leaſt 
Doubt with. the Aid only of my cn People, had 
not Providence; ſo a ae my. At- 
tempt, D „ „s 
I beg Liberty. 10 ; iy vou, vin Wiki ten Lets 
ters, from different Officers of King's Ships who 
were attending with me at the Trial, and thereto, I 
refer their Lordſhips and the Honourable Navy 
Board as to the Facts of the Royal George being 
raiſed ; hut. ſhguld any further Profs be ſtill ne- 
ceſſaryn L refer. their Lordſhips to Captain Paine 
who w preſent, when. the Royal George was 
raiſedſin hen Bed, and who will, I am ſenſihle, 
do. me gammon, Juſtice. in proving the ſame. 
muſt alſpbeg to reſer their, Lordihips to Captain 
Gayrenapd Captain; Hin, of the Britannia, for 
Heir Quinton af me and my Proccedings, 7 


I RT : I am 


68 

Lam certain, wiſh to be called upon by theif 
Lordſhips, and when done, I entreat the Boards 
will take my hard Caſe into Conſideration, and 
Al ne with From! br . ive hundred Men, from 
fix Weeks to to Months, to remain on Board, 
Niglit and Day, his Majeſty 8 at Royal William 
and Diligente along-hde the Royal George, with 
proper Officers to command them from the End 
of next Month,” and about ſixtetn ſecond- hand 
Cables, and à ſmall Matter of ſecôntl-hand Cord: 
age, with Lighters; and ſome other Tmall Articles, 
the other being now Neceſfaries on board the 
Royal William and Diligente in the Harbour, and 
ready to be brought along-fide the Rbyal Geotge 
without any Expence, but juſt bringing the Veſſels 
to Spithead, and for all which I Will be anſwer! 
able to allow whatever Damages may be ſuſtamed, 
out of my Part of the Royal George, and her 
Stores, when raiſed,” which 1 hereby undertake to 
eompleat, on Forfeiture of my Head; and ſhould 
their Lordſhips direct the Mens “ Labour required 
to be dedutted allo from me, I am ſatisfſed to 
buve it done: Tneed not point bt to their Lord. 
Mißs the Neceſſity and great Advantage that will 
ariſe to the Public by the Removal of the Royal 
George, or the Credit and Relief! it müſt brifg 
me after the Lofs ef ſo many tHoulunds of my 

Property! 'T again entreat their” Eordfhips will 
rake my hard Cale ihto Cöbſffderation 2 ad od 
ey think proper wor ts Empl6y line, and give ine 
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an a of raiſing the Ship this Summer, 
which 1 aſſure their Lordſhips, with the Experi- 
ence I am now Mafter of, there cannot be a Doubt 
of, I pray their Lexdfſhips-will direct my Engage- 
ments and Securities to be returned me by the Ho- 
nourable Navy Board, and not ſuffer me, an Indi- 
vidual, to be totally cruſhed for my Endeavours to 
ſerve the Public, by removing the greateſt O 
ſtruktion and Nuiſance to the Anchorage at Spit- 


bead. I beg to remark, I was obliged to proteſt 


againſt the Manver of acting by me when 
the Dock. yard Men were ſent out to bring the 
Royal William and Diligente into Harbour. 1 
entreated a little Time might be given my own 
People to ſecure properly the Cables that were 
round the Royal George to her Maſts, ſo as to 


- preſerve them, provided even that they were 


not to be uſed further in the Trial; but, contrary 
to all Perſuaſions and Rules of Propriety, the Ca- 
bles were wantonly and wickedly caſt off from the 
Royal William and Diligente, and left in ſuch a 
State, that the rt of Man cannot recowerqbem 


without raiſing the Ship. 1 muſt entreat the Fa- 


vour of you to lay my Letters and Proofs before - 
their Lordſhips, and favour me with their Lord- 


"hips 'Anſwes,"as''the' Seaſon is ente | 
f eh will much oblige, 2 E11 Ti 4 Di | 
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cory of © Letter from Purlir Srz: 
gr rens, Eſq; 1 


8 15 n ee ohe 5th Moy, 1784. 
Mr. Tracey, | 
TN return to your ener the att Inſtant, rela- 
. tie to the Royal George, I am commanded 
by my Lords Commiſſioners of the Admiralty to 
acquaint you, that if you have any Ptbpoſitions, to 
make them to the Navy Board, to whom. your 
former re on chat WOT: were ON 


wrt ; 8 ak A 


woos? e "$18, 10 . 10 
> , + | PH. STEPHENS. 
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3d o019-bn Fre. en 1784. 
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1 HAD che — üg ve ou — 5 196, with 

ſundry Affidavits and Letters from. Officers 
of the Navy, to prove the Royal George being 
raiſed and moved laſt October, and to acquaint 


To that this Day, Mr. Gilbert, the Maſter-atten- 


de. H 3 . dant 
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dant here informed me he had Orders from the- 
Navy Board to unload all the Caſks and Stores 
now in the Royal William and Djligente, and that 
I muſt attend. Shall I entreat that you will lay 
my cruel Caſe befor the Admiralty Board,. and 
to beg their Lordſhips will pleaſe to give Orders 
to ſtop this Order to the Maſter- attendant, until 
their Lordſhips determine whether; they will r nat 
ſuffer me to raiſe the Royal George, fer, by. let- 
ting the Stores remain in the above. Ships, ino Ex- 
pence of, any, Moment can, arile, provided, the. 
Board chooſes to have ibe Ship raiſed.;;whereas;! 
if the Stores. ate put on Shore now, a heavy, EN 
pence and loſs of Time muſt ariſe by unſhipping 
the ſame. I beg your Intereſt and Friendſhip- 
with the Lords of the Admiralty, kec. 

204.119 41/74; And am, & . 8 

enn qr 0020), eL RACE U. 
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GREEABLE to your. Letter ich the Londs 
Hof che Admiraltys Order. ſor me! to aend 
wen he N avy Board, I came from Portſmouth 
58 ! | * H 1. WORE | and 
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and waited upon theſe Gentlemen the yth of No- 
vember, and laid before them ſuch undoubted 
Proofs as I thought would not admit of the leaſt 
Doubt of my having raiſed the Royal George, 
and carried her upwards of thirty Feet a-head. 
But not having heard ſince from the Navy Board, 


I am to entreat you will acquaint the Lords of the 
Admiralty that I have put ſræ honeſt capable Men 
on Board the Royal William and Diligente tc take 
Care of their Stores till Spring, when I hope and 


believe their Lordſhips will affiſt me with a few 
ſecond-hand Cables, and a ſmall Matter of Cord- 
age, with 400 Seamen, under the Command of 


proper Officers, to work and lie on Boa td the a- 
bove Ships for about ſix Weeks to two Months, as 


I mentioned in my laſt Letier to their'I.ordſhips,” 


and by the End of June, or Beginning of July 
next, I vill have the Royal George up without 
any Manner of Doubt, under the Penalty of loſing 
my Head; and I am bold to fay; had F been af. 
fiſted, as I was given to underſtand I ſhould, up- 
on the laſt Trial in October; ſue would now have 
been ſafe in the Harbour of Portſmouth. 

When the Fleet returns, I will procure further 
clear and - convincing | Proof from ſeveral of the 
Officers, if needful, of the above Facts. I ſhall 
return to Poriſmouth, and wait their Lottlhiy 


Commands for Pe whenever their Lo 
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ſhips way think, ts, Seaſon-, will admit of che 
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Being. with great Reſhe. 

ce A Pe | 4 8 1 R, Atte 141 ve - 3d 3 

thats e A Your, Ar. ut 

8 d>-qtot ie TRACEY. 

2 1 * Pane En IN) 
No. XXV. 


Copy of a Letter from Mr. Joux Nexsox, 
receiyed October 3, 1 789. 


: Mr. Tacx, 
1 VE diſcovered a Principle for mien the 
L Royal George, if your Plan for raiſing her 
ſhould unhappily miſcarry, though I truſt you 
will ſucceed. You may command my Principle, 
tis at your Service. I moſt villingly offer it gra- 
tis, if you'll pleaſe to accept of it. I've drawn 
this Concluſion, viz. What Degree of Power is 
required, as near as can be aſcertained, and whe- 
ther the given Power is in the Principle.—Now, 
in my Principle, any Degree of Power can be 
produced, which, I am fully perſuaded, is more 
than ſufficient to raiſe her. IF you'll honour me. 
with a Line, it will be eſteemed a particular Fa- 
your, by 


Your humble Servant, 
JOHN JACKON. 
| The 


40062 1 


: (101) 
be Reaſon of this Addrefs is'wholly owing to 
the earneſt Importunity of ſeveral reſpeCtable 
Gentlemen, whom I could not in Honour oppoſe. 
Pleaſe to dire& your Addrefs, if you chooſe to 
_ write, to be left at the Bar of the Woolpack, St. 
Peter's Alley, Cornhill, London. 
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' CANNOT conclude this Narrative 'vith. 

out making a few Obſervations on the pre- 
ceding Affidavits and Letters, which indeed re- 
quire but little Commentary. They contain ſuch 
a Series of Proofs as muſt convince every candid 
Mind. No Evidence can be ſtronger. For can 
it be ſuppoſed that 13 Perſons, unconnetted and 
unintereſted, would all concur in the ſame Aſſer- 
tions, were not the Fatts to which they depoſe ob. 
vious and incontrovertible? But on the Oaths of 
impartial Men I reſt not the whole of this Aﬀair.. 
The Gentlemen who have given me Letters in my. ; 
F avour are of eminent Abilities, and their Teſti. 
monies eſtabliſh the Propriety and PraQticability 
of my Plan, aboye the Reach of Rancgur | and mne 


þ 


Shafts of Malice. ; A e 0 
None will venture to diſpute the Cahdour 8 


Capacity e of the Honourable Captain | James Lut 5 J 
trell, who obſerves. i in his Letter,“ that if e. 


<3 Clo) 
Attempt had been made earlier, in the ai 4.8 
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would have ſucceeded.” Why that Attempt was 
not made I have already explained ; and to 
the Reaſons I have mentioned in my Narrative, I 
beg to add, that ſhortly after the fatal Cataſtrophe 
of the Royal George, the tuo Maſter-attendants 
gave it as their Opinion, in Writing, to the, Navy 
Board, that the raiſing of that unfortunate Ship 
was both impracticable and impoſſible. It is by 
no Means a ſtrained Conjecture to ſuppoſe that 
one of theſe 2 Gentlemen, nowat Portſmouth, threw 
every, Obſtruttion. in my Way to eſtabliſh his 
ſuperior judgment with the Honourable Navy | 
Board. But bow be can reconcile his Conduct 
wich that Duty he owes, to Government is a Pro- 
blem which I leave to others to determine. Of | 
my being withheld Craft I made my Complaint to 
Captain Luttrell, in Preſence of his Royal High- 
neſs the Duke of Cumberland, at the Time his 
Royal Highneſs and the Captain condeſcended to 
bring me a-hore with them, from the Royal \ Wil. 
liam, in the Captain's Barge, of his generous | 
Aſſiſtance I ſhall, ever retain, the molt ee 
Senſe.. Had four Ships, more "Eollcy d bis Ex 
ample, I flatter my elf, 1 in ſpite of the Wh * 75 
I received, 1 ſhould 1 in che End ave Tacceeded. 
To Lieutenant Riou, 8 the "Ol cers and Crew 
of the Ganges, 1 I —_ great Obligations, for they 4 
1 of great Aſſiſtance. Sir Hyde Parker has 
** ſt n to him and his Officers I was 


greatly 
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greatly-indebted. I am happy to think I met 
with the Approbation of theſe Gentlemen.“ 
Thomas South, Eſq; and Captain Humphreys, 
are Gentlemen of Rank and Character, and total- 
ly unconnected with me. Their Letters do me 
particular Honour. Mr. South fays, that ſhe was 
actually a- float on the Saturday: I could make 
* Affidavit; for I ſaw the three aggregate Bodies 
4+ move together, with one uniform, ſteady lotion. r 
He adds, that © failed in the End, by not having 
4 procured. a more than ſufficient Power of 
« Falls, &c,” , I hope that Gentleman vill par- 
don my remarking, that on the Saturday he refers 
to, the Weather was ſo bad he could not get well 
on Board, therefote he had not the Satisfaction to 
fee to what Perſection I had placed either of 2 3 
or a 4 fold Purchaſe Fall to each Cable in both 
Ships, at the laſt; Theſe Mr. South had not an 
Opportunity of ſecing . Captain, Humphreys 
is very poſiiye. in his (Letter}. chat the Royal 
* George did not alter her Poſition, but, her 
Fore- top kept in the ſame Place, by a Port in 
ae Royal William, while the Ships moved to 
the Weſtvard. In ſhort, the Teſtimonies, of - 
every. eee Be of corro- 
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(205) 
borating Facts, of particular Aſſertions, that 
ſtrengthen one another. No doubtful Ambiguity, 
not the leaſt Shadow of Contradiction. I might 
eaſily produce a numerous Collection of ſimilar 
Vouchers, if neceſſary; but thoſe I have now of- 
fered will, I doubt not, convince: the moſt n 
e ii h . IRON AL 

To thaſe Gentlemen E dave. ain hem 
me with ſuch Teſtimonies, and honoured me with 
ſuch Approbation, I ſhall beg te tender my ſin- 
cereſt Thanks. To Captain Paine, of the Navy, 
I Know not how to expreſs my Gratitude. That 
Gentleman was preſent, and ſaw the Royal George 
actually a- float: He generouſly offered to atteſt 
the ſame when and where he ſhould be called. 
To Captains Kingfmill, Gayton, Wainwright, and 
Hawker, I offer my Tribute of Thanks. They 
acknowledged the Prafticability of my Plan, 
and the * 1 roms to _— it te Exe- 
1 6610 ils 1011 bib 28102 2 

On the Whole, er prôöducing fueb poſitive 
Telumonies, after adducing ſuch undenfable 
Proofe'of 'the' Succeſs,” of the Eligibility of my 
Plan, after narrating, with Candodr, and with 
Truth, the ObſtruQtiens and Delays which occa- 
fioned my Failure, I hope every ſympathizing 
Mind will feel for my Diſappo pointments, and the 
candid” and N WT Join, "I flatter myſelf, 


without 


FG. 


without Vanity, with my honoured: Correſpon- 
dent, Mr. South, in the Language of the Poet: 
Tis not in Mortals to command Suceeſs: 
But I've done more I've deferv'd it. 
To conclude : This Narrative was not originally 
wrote for Publication, nor is it now uſhered into 
Light through lucrative Motives, or pecuniaty 
Views. In my Petition, therefore, to my Lord 
Howe, when at Portſmouth laſt Year, as well as 

in that to the Lords of the Admiralty, I omitted 
inſerting many Letters, Vouchers, and Documents 
relative to this important Undertak ing, and briefly, 
in the moſt ſubmiſſive Terms, conſined myſelf to 
{tate the Cauſes ich impeded my Progreſs, and 
prevented, finally my Succeſs. In Conſequenee 
of ſuch Application, I attended at the Admiralty 
many Days, ſlattering my ſelf with the fond Hopes 
of receiving dome Redreſs, or at leaſt an AnſwWer 
tomy Requeſt. But I was unfortunate enough 
to obtuitr neither! Nouriſhed for a long Tir" 
wick the deluſive Fancy of procuring! Relief, and 
meeting with Diftrefs and Diſappointment, Mitte 
at laſt 'wentite@ to ſubmit my Tranſactions, in" 
natione! Concern do the Inſpection of bd Pub 
lic. By ſuch a Conduct I meat to convince the" 
great and powerful, whom Prejudice may have 
decefved;'or'Partiality miſled, tat thy Plan- wad 
not more Tullitient Ian its Exelon fir Opltrüe- 
tions had not prevented) oxi been ent? 
tual, 
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I am ſtill perſuaded the Right Honourable the 
Lords of the Admiralty, and the Horiourable 
Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Navy will, on 
Mairly inveſtigating my-Caſe, condeſcend to do 
me that Juſtice it merits ;:and I hope their Deter- 
minations will prove rather favourable to an un- 
fortunate Individual than 40 à national Saving, 
which cannot in the ſmalleſt Degree affect the 
Public, but greatly aſſiſt me, Who, in the Proſe- 
qution of an arduous Undertaking, endangered my 
Life, rumed my Family, and ſacrificed: my For- 
tune; who, entirely owing to the Circumſtances 
I have pointed out, and to no Error of my own; 
Was Wannen from IT ſo laudable an 
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In the fulleſt Condened Pages Wes I reljpupdn 
a generous Public, and flatter ' myſelf, the great 
and powerful will not view wich callous Indif- 
ference tbe Hardſhips of a diſtreſſed Individual; 
nor that any feeling or benevolent Perſon will 
refrain from pitying my Misfortunes, and affording 
Cagdour to my Caſe. The Approbation of m 
Fellow, Subjects will, be no fmall C nſolahon for 


the Diſappointments L have had, and che Hopes of 
ſuch a Ręcompence principally occaſſoned this 
'Pablication.,., To the Generolity, therefore, of the 
Great, the Strictures of the, Candid and the Beno+ 
valence. pf the, Humane, the. preceding; Pages: are 
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